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TO   TUE    MEMORY    OF 

SIMEON    STETSON. 

A    MAN    OF   STERLING   WORTH    AND    HIGHEST 

INTEGRITY,  THESE   FEW   PAGES  ARE 

MOST   AFFECTIONATELY 

DEDICATED. 


TO  MY  RELATIVES, 

My  uncle,  the  late  Isaiah  Stetson,  a  short  time  before  his  death,  gave  me 
some  papers  relating  to  the  life  of  Simeon  Stetson,  and  requested  me,  at  some 
future  time,  to  compile  and  arrange  a  few  facts  relating  to  his  descendants. 

Thinking  this  a  most  favorable  time,  I  have  arranged  a  few  facts  in  the  life 
of  each  of  his  dcscend.ants,  and  trust  they  will  meet  with  your  approval. 

I  regret  that  I  am  not  able  to  give  a  lilceness  of  Simeon,  as  I  have  found  it 
impossible  to  procure  a  picture  of  any  kind  in  the  posse-sion  of  the  family,  and 
doubt  very  much  if  one  was  ever  taken  of  him.  but  I  have  most  fortunately 
been  able  to  secure  a  picture  of  Simeon's  wife — my  grandmother — and  of  each 
of  their  children,  and  although  in  some  cases  the}'  arc  re-produced  from  old 
daguerreotypes  or  paintings,  still,  I  think,  you  will  be  pleased  with  them,  as 
they  form  an  interesting  part  of  the  book. 

Respectfully  yours, 

ISAIAH  K.   STETSON. 
Bangor,  Me.,  June,  1892. 
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apt  1. 


FAMILY    ORIGIN. 


The  ancestor  o£  the  Stetson  family  in  America  was  Robert  Stetson, 
commonly  called  Cornet  Robert,  because  he  was  Cornet  of  the  first 
Horse  Company  raised  in  Plymouth  Colony,  Mass.,  in  the  year  1G59. 

Tradition  says  that  he  came  from  Englafid  and  f-roin  the  County 
of  Kent. 

He  settled  in  Scituate.  Mass..  in  the  year  163-4,  at  which  time  he  re- 
ceived from  the  Colony  Court  a  grant  of  a  considerable  tract  of  land. 

In  the  year  1661  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Council  of  War  and 
held  the  office  for  over  twenty  years.  The  members  of  the  Council  of 
War  were  men  of  the  first  standing ;  chosen  because  of  their  peculiar 
qualifications  for  the  office,  and  regarded  as  among  the  most  active  and 
valuable  men  in  the  colony. 

He  is  reported  to  have  been  an  active  and  efficient  officer  in  the  wars 
with  the  Indians.  He  was  also  a  deputy  to  the  General  Court  for  a 
great  many  years.  The  family  name  on  the  old  records  is  spelt  with 
many  variations,  as  Stetson,  Stitson,  Stutson,  Studson,  Stedson,  etc. 

Cornet  Robert  Stetson,  our  first  ancestor,  was  one  of  the  most  noted 
and  valuable  men  in  Plymouth  Colony  and  held  many  offices  of  trust 
and  responsibility — a  man  of  character  and  note.  The  Coat  of  Arms 
on  the  title  page  is  a  copy  of  the  coat  found  among  the  papers  of  Cornet 
Robert,  and  is  without  doubt  authentic.  He  died  Feb.  1,  1702,  aged  90 
years.     ''  He  lived  long  and  left  a  good  name  at  the  last." 


Will  of  Cornet  Robert  Stetson, 

"Scituate  the   fourth   Day    of   September   anno   Domini    1702. 

I  Robert  Stetson  of  Scituatc  In  the  County  of  Plymouth  in  New  Eng- 
land Being  Aged  and  week  of  Body  But  of  Sound  Disposing  3Iind  and 
memory 

Prayers  Be  Rendered  to  God  for  the  same  and  Being  In  Daly  Ex- 
pectation of  My  Last  and  Great  Change  and  Desirus  to  set  things  In 
Order  Before  My  Death  Do  therefore  hereby  Make  and  Declare  this  my 
last  Will  And  testament  in  .Manner  following  .... 

Imps.  I  humbly  Commit  my  Spirit  to  the  father  of  Spirits  And  my 
Body  to  Decent  Burial  when  itt  Shall  Plese  God  to  Call  Me  hence  .... 

And  touching  slmch  outward  Estates  as  itt  hath  pleased  God  to  Bless 
Me  with  ]\Iy  all  Will  is  that  the  Same  Be  Imployed  Bestowed  According 
as  herein  Expressed. 

Item.  I  Give  And  Bequeath  to  Mary  My  Well  Beloved  wife  upon 
the  promise  and  Condition  herein  after  Set  Down  the  Sume  of  twelve 
pounds  in  money  and  ten  pounds  Worth  of  My  Household  Goods  Shuch 
as  She  Shall  Choose  with  the  Sole  use  and  Bentit  of  the  South  End  of 
my  Now  Dwelling  house  and  one  half  of  my  seller  and  two  Cows  with 
Summer  pasture  and  Wintering  of  them  With  fifteen  Bushells  of  Good 
Merchantable  Bread  Corn  annually  paid  and  delivered  to  her  and  Suffi- 
siant  and  Convenant  fire  Wood  Cut  and  Laid  att  her  Door  as  shee  shall 
want  the  same  the  said  ten  pounds  worth  of  Goods  and  two  Cows  with  the 
said  twelve  pounds  in  Money  to  Be  att  her  own  Disposal  as  to  her  sliall 
seem  meet  the  other  perticulars  to  Bee  for  her  Support  and  Comfart 
during  her  Remainder  my  widdow  and  No  Longer  the  sd  ten  pounds 
worth  of  Goods  and  Cows  to  be  Paid  and  Delivered  to  her  By  my  ¥jX- 
ecuators  within  two  months  after  my  Decease  ye  sd  twelve  Pounds  in 
Money  and  other  perticulars  to  Be  paid  and  Delivered  to  her  By  my 
Eldest  Son  Joseph  Stetson  as  folio weth  (viz.)  the  said  IMoney  att  three 
Several,  payments  (to  wit)  four  pounds  to  Be  paid  in  onu  Year  after  my 
Decease  and  other  four  within  two  Years  after  my  Decease  ye  Residue 
at  the  Expiration  of  three  years  after  my  Decease  the  sd  Bread  Corn 
Summering  and  wintering  of  ye  sd  Cows  and  tire  wood  Provided  to  Be 
Annually  Delivered  paid  and  performed  By  my  said  son  as  ye  same  is 
above  P2x pressed. 

Allways  Provided  and  itt  is  the  true  Intent  and  meaning  of  This   my 


will  and  the   Condition   of  tbe  Bequest  and  Devise  aljove  said — Aud 
Every  perticuler  of  tlie  same. 

That  niy  Wife  Siiall  and  Do  Within  two  ISIonths  after  njy  Decease  in 
wrighting  under  her  hand  and  seal  absolutely  Quit  Claim  too  and  Release 
her  Right  of  Dower  and  power  of  thirds  in  and  unto  all  my  Lands  and 
houseing  in  Scituate  aforesaid  that  She  may  thence  fourth  have  Or  pre- 
tend to  have  in  or  unto  the  same  or  any  part  of  the  same  Except  what 
is  above  Given  unto  her  to  ray  Eldest  Son  and  His  Heirs  &c. 

Item.  I  Give  And  Bequeath  to  my  said  Eldest  Son  Joseph  Stetson 
All  that  my  Dwelling  House  out  Houses  u[)land  And  niedows  Being 
the  farm  on  which  1  now  live  and  Dwell  to  hole  to  him  and  his  heirs 
forever  according  to  the  Known  and  aecustemed  Bounds  of  the 
Same  Excepting  Out  of  itt  one  Acre  of  iSIedow  which  formerly  I  promised 
to  Give  to  my  son  Samuel  Lyiug  Next  unto  his  other  INIedow  which  said 
Excepted  acre  of  ^ledow  I  hereby  Give  And  Bequeath  to  my  sou  Samuel 
and  his  heirs  forever  hereby  Enjoining  my  said  Eldest  Son  Joseph 
Stetson  to  pay  Deliver  and  perform  unto  my  wife  as  above  said  upon  her 
Release  of  Dower  as  above  said  Aud  acceptance  of  What  is  By  this  ray  will 
Given  And  Bequeathed  unto  her  which  if  She  shall  neglect  Doing  or 
Refusing  to  Do  then  I  hereby  Declare  that  what  I  have  al)ove  Bequeath- 
ed unto  her  and  Every  perticular  of  the  same  shall  thenceforth  Be  null 
and  void. 

further  itt  is  my  Will  that  my  sd  Eldest  Son  Shall  not  alien  or  Sell 
any  of  the  Lands  above  Given  him  unless  to  his  children  or  one  of 
them. 

Item.  I  Give  Aud  Bequeath  to  ray  Son  Benjamin  ten  pound  out  of 
my  moveable  Estate. 

Item.  I  Give  And  Bequeath  to  ray  son  Thomas  five  pound  to  Be 
paid  him  out  of  my  Moveables. 

Item.  I  Give  And  Bequeath  to  ray  Son  Sarauel  the  sunie  of  Eight 
pounds  out  of  my  moveable  Estate. 

Item.  I  (live  And  Bequeath  to  my  Daughter  Eunice  Rogers  ye  surae 
of  ten  pounds  out  of  my  moveable  f^statc. 

Item.  I  Give  And  Bequeath  to  my  son  R(jbert  my  Wearing  Clothes 
which  with  what  I  have  formerly  Given  hira  I  judge  Convenient  for  him.* 

*  Robert  appears  to  have  benn  I'atlior  a  wild  yontli.  and  the  levities  and  indis- 
cretions of  his  early  clays  made  some  heavy  drafts  upon  his  father's  purse: 
hence  the  meanin<i'  of  the  above  clause  in  his  will —  I'ide  Col.  Ilec. 
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Item.  I  Give  And  Bequeath  to  my  Daughter  in  law  Abigail  the  Relict 
and  widow  of  ray  son  John  Deceast  the  sume  of  ten  pounds  to  be  paid 
out  of  my  moveable  Estate. 

Item.  I  Give  unto  my  Grand  Children  yt  are  now  surviving  to  Each 
of  them  Six  Shillings. 

Item.  My  debts  Legaceys  And  funeral  Espences  Being  paid  I  here- 
by order  the  Residue  of  my  Moveables  to  Be  Equally  Devided  Between 
my  three  Children  viz.  Benjamin  Samuel  and  Eunice. 

Lastly  I  Nominate  And  appoint  my  two  sons  Namely  Benjamin  and 
Samuel  .Joyant  Executors  of  this  my  lust  Will  and  testament  and  hereby 
Revoke  and  make  Void  my  former  will  or  wills  By  me  made  and  Declar- 
ed this  only  to  Be  my  last  will  and  testament  In  testamony  "Whereof  I 
have  here  unto  Sealed  and  Subscribed  the  Day  and  year  lirst  above 
written     In  presents  of  these  witnesses. 

The  Mark  of  Cornet 
.Joseph  Bearstow  Robert  (R)  Stetson 

"William  Bearstow  -^^-^ 

Samuel  Sprague  J    seal    t 

On  the  first  day  of  March  1702-3  Before  Nath'll  Thomas  Esqr  the 
said  Joseph  Bearstow  William  Bearstow  and  Samuel  Sprague  .... 

made  oath  that  they  did  see  and  here  the  above  said  Robert  Stetson 
Sign  Seal  and  Declare  the  above  Wrighting  to  Be  his  Last  Will  and 
testament  And  that  he  was  then  of  A  Disposing  mind  to  the  Best  of 
there  Knowledge  and  Judgment." 

Cornet  Robert  Stetson's  eldest  son  was  Joseph  Stetson,  born  in  the 
year  1639,  and  it  is  from  him  that  our  branch  of  the  family  descends. 
He  lived  in  Scituate,  and  seems  to  have  passed  his  days  in  comparative 
retirement,  as  his  name  is  not  conspicuous  in  the  annals  of  the  town  or 
church.  He  died  about  1723,  aged  84  years,  Joseph's  second  son  was 
Robert  Stetson  ;  and  it  is  through  him  we  trace  our  branch.  Robert 
Stetson  was  born  Dec.  9, 1670,  and  married  Mary  Collamore  of  Scituate. 
He  was  a  constable  in  the  year  1722,  and  seems  to  have  been  a  man  of 
some  business  enterprise,  though  his  name  does  not  often  occur  on   the 
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town  books.  Date  of  bis  deatb  not  known.  It  is  tbrougb  bis  fourth 
son,  Amos  Stetson,  that  we  descend.  Amos  Stetson,  born  June  IS, 
1703,  at  Scituate,  moved  to  Braintree,  IMass.,  and  there  married  Margaret 
Thayer,  May  9,  1727,  daughter  of  Benjamin  T.  Thayer,  who,  it  is  said, 
kept  for  a  time  the  garrison  in  Boston,  to  defend  the  whites  from  the 
Indians.  He  died  in  the  year  1777,  leaving  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
of  which  John  was  the  second  son,  and  through  him  we  trace  our  family. 

John  Stetson  was  born  Oct.  "27,  1731,  and  married  Rachael  Paine, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Paine,  of  Randolph,  Mass.  He  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, and  lived  and  died  in  Randolph.  A  very  benevolent  man. 
His  death  occurred  Jan.  30,  1811,  aged  80  years.  He  left  a  family  of 
eleven  children,  of  whom  Simeon  Stetson  was  the  fifth  sou. 

RECAPITULATION. 

I. 

Cornet  Robert  Stetson,  born  1613  ;    died  Feb.  1,  1702. 

n. 

Joseph  Stetson,  eldest  son  of  Robert,  born  June,  1639  ;  died  about 
1723. 

III. 

Robert  Stetson,  second  son  of  Joseph,  born  Dec.  9,  1670;  date  of 
death  unknown. 

IV. 

Amos  Stetson,  fourth  son  of  Robert,  born  June  18,  1703  ;  died  1777. 

V. 

John  Stetson,  second  son  of  Amos,  born  Oct.  27,  1731  ;  died  Jan.  30, 
1811. 

VI. 

Simeon  Stetson,  fifth  son  of  John,  born  Oct.  26,  1770  ;  died  Dec.  20, 
1836. 


Betsy  Kidder  Stetson,  Wife  of  Simeon  Stetson, 

Al    l',r   i,->.   ,.r   S,l    ^^.al>. 


SIMEON    STETSON. 


Simeon  Stetson,  son  of  John  Stetson,  was  born  at  Braintree,  now 
Randolph,  Mass.,  Oct.  26,  1770.  His  father,  John  Stetson,  was  a  man 
of  limited  means,  and  Simeon,  when  a  small  boy,  attracted  the  attention 
of  Thomas  Penneman,  a  farmer  of  Washington,  N.  II.,  who  had  removed 
there  from  Braintree,  and  having  no  children  proposed  to  receive  young 
Simeon  into  his  family  and  treat  him  as  a  son.  Simeon  remained  with 
him  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  and  while  there  received  such  an 
education  as  the  common  schools  of  those  times  furnished,  which  was 
rather  limited.  He  was  blessed  with  a  strong  constitution,  and  the  out- 
door labors  of  the  farm,  during  his  boyhood,  gave  him  one  of  the 
grandest  blessings  of  this  life — robust  health.  He  was  of  about  the 
average  height,  well  built  and  of  a  florid  complexion,  with  sandy  hair 
when  young. 

In  1803,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three,  Simeon  came  to  Maine  at  the 
suggestion  and  request  of  his  brother,  Major  Amasa  Stetson,  then  of 
Boston,  later  of  Dorchester,  Mass.,  who  had  bought  the  township  of  land 
since  incorporated  into  the  town  of  Stetson,  Me.,  from  its  former  owner. 
Major  Stetson  desired  Simeon  to  become  a  settler  in  that  township,  but 
the  newness  of  the  country,  the  distance  of  the  township  from  market, 
(which  was  then  Hampden)  with  bad  roads  and  other  drawbacks  common 
to  a  home  in  the  wilderness,  induced  him,  after  after  giving  it  an  ex- 
amination, to  give  up  that  plan,  and  he  determined  to  become  a  resident 
of  Hampden  and  go  into  trade.  He  purchased  50  acres  of  land  with  house 
and  barn  of  Goodin  Grant,  then  a  resident  of  Hampden,  and  moved  his 
family  to  their  new  home  in  the  Spring  of  ISOl.  The  property  pur- 
chased was  situated  north  of  Hampden  Upper  Corner  and  extended  to 
said  Corner.  The  house  was  small  and  of  one  story,  containing  on  the 
first  floor  a  parlor,  dining-room,  a  large  kitchen  with  a  very  large  fire- 
place, and  a  bed-room,  with  chambers  in  the  roof. 


After  his  wife's  death,  John  Crosby,  son  of  Ann  Stetson  Crosby, 
purchased  the  homestead,  made  extensive  repairs,  and  resided  there  till 
his  removal  to  the  "West.     The  house  still  stands. 

Simeon  commenced  trading  in  a  small  one  story  building,  a  few  rods 
south  of  the  Sowadabscook  stream  bridge  and  at  the  foot  of  the  long 
hill  near  the  bridge.  Merchandise  of  almost  every  kind  was  kept  in 
the  variety  stores  of  that  period,  and  was  sold  largely  on  a  long  credit 
and  at  very  large  profits.  Payments  were  expected  within  the  year, 
and  were  made  principally  in  "sliort"  lumber,  as  it  was  called,  such  as 
pine  and  cedar  "shingles  and  shaved  pine  clapboards,  also  in  corn,  rye, 
wheat,  beans,  fresh  pork,  butter,  cheese,  etc.  In  addition  to  his 
mercantile  business  and  overseer  of  his  farm,  Simeon  owned,  in  connec- 
tion with  Josiah  Kidder,  a  trader  in  Hampden,  a  saw-mill  on  the 
Sowadabscook  stream,  about  three  miles  from  the  Penobscot  river,  and 
this  mill,  in  the  later  years  of  his  life,  demanded  considerable  of  his 
time.  He  also  built  several  small  vessels  which  he  employed  in  the 
West  India  trade,  and  the  last  one  built  was  called  the  "John  Hampden  ;" 
and  in  her  earlier  voyages  was  commanded  by  his  son  Reuben. 

In  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  trade,  by  the  construction  of  new  roads, 
was  diverted  largely  from  Hampden  to  Bangor,  and  his  store  business 
some  years  before  his  death  was  consequently  quite  small.  His  death 
occurred  Dec.  20,  1S3G,  and  was  the  result  of  a  bad  accident.  He  had 
sent  his  hired  man  with  his  oxen  and  sled  tp  haul  firewood  from  the 
back  side  of  his  homestead  lot,  and  after  dinner  he  walked  out  to  this 
wood  lot,  helped  the  teamster  load  the  sled,  and  was  proceeding  out  of 
the  woods,  when  it  was  discovered  that  the  axe  was  left  behind.  The 
teamster  was  sent  back  for  it,  a  short  distance,  while  Simeon,  taking 
the  goadstick,  drove  the  team,  but  on  coming  to  a  descent  in  the  road, 
he  slipped  and  fell  before  the  loaded  sled,  which  passed  over  him  and 
crushed  the  life  from  his  body.  The  teamster  found  him  in  an 
unconscious  condition,  and  he  breathed  his  last  in  a  few  moments. 

»     Simeon  was  a  man  of  strong  will,  great  energy  and  tireless  industry, 
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fond  of  farming  and  other  out  of  door  work,  and  would  lead  his  men  in 
the  mowing  field  and  perform  more  hard  work  than  any  of  his  laborers. 

In  politics  he  was  a  Repnlilican  of  the  Jeffersoniau  school,  when  the 
contending  parties  were  Kepublican  and  Federalist.  Politics  in 
those  days  ran  high  and  he  was  a  very  ardent  man  in  his  political 
feelings.  He  was  a  strict  economist,  ])ut  hospitable  and  generous,  and 
his  door  was  always  open  to  his  relations  and  friends,  of  whom  he 
had  at  his  table  large  numbers.  He  was  naturally  reticent,  but 
liked  to  have  his  family  around  him,  fond  of  a  joke,  kind  to  his 
children,  but,  after  the  Puritan  fashion,  held  them  rather  aloof.  When 
some  favor  was  wanted  the  children  would  go  to  the  mother  lirst.  He 
was  a  friend  of  education,  being  one  of  Die  early  and  ever-constant 
friends  of  Hampden  Academy,  and  one  of  the  trustees  from  its  first 
organization  until  his  death. 

He  was  strictly  honest  and  conscientious,  was  liberal  and  broad 
in  his  religious  opinions,  and  could  not  subscribe  to  the  Calvinistic 
creeds  which  governed  the  ciiurches  of  his  vicinity  ;  and  although  he 
never  was  a  church  member,  was  always  willing  to  contribute  his  share 
for  the  support  of  the  various  denominations  of  his  town  and  was  a 
church  goer.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  owner  of  a  pew  in 
each  of  the  churches  in  the  town.  Simeon  was  always  greatly  interested 
in  the  munical  affairsip  of  his  town,  and  held  the  otiice  of  chairman  of 
the  board  of  Selectmen  and  town  Clerk  for  over  twenty  years.  He  w\as 
a  Repesentative  to  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  before  the  sep- 
aration of  Elaine,  was  a  member  of  the  convention  to  frame  a  constitu- 
tion for  ^Maine  upon  her  liecoming  an  independent  State,  and  was  also 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Council  under  Gov.  Lincoln. 

Simeon  married  Betsy  Kidder,  a  niece  of  Thomas  Peunemau, 
January  25,  1796,  and  after  his  marriage  continued  to  live  withThos. 
Penneman  in  Washington,  X.  H.,  and  there  his  eldest  son.  Thomas  P., 
was  born.  Simeon  subsequently  moved  to  the  old  Kidder  homestead  at 
New  Ipswich,  where  Reuben  Kidder,  Ann  Kidder  and  Charles  were  born, 
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and  after  the  removal  to  Hampden,  George  and  Isaiah  were  born.     His 
wife  died  July  17,  1864. 

The  children  were  — 

(1)  Thomas  Pcnneman,-  born  Feb.  1,  1797  ;  died  March  18,  1868. 

(2)  Reuben  Kidder,  born  Oct.  8,  17a.s  ;  died  July  7,  1864. 
Ann  Kidder,  born  Feb.  25,  1800  ;  died  Sept.  10,  1879. 

(3)  Charles,  born  Xov.  2,  1801  ;  died  March  27,  1883. 

(4)  George,  born  Jan.  2."),  1807  ;  died  June  l.j,  1891. 

(5)  Isaiah,  born  Feb.  6,  1812  ;  died  June  30,  1880. 


Ann  Kidder  Stetson, 


Ann  Kidder  married  ,U)lin  Crosl)y,  son  of  Gen.  John  Cro>l)y  of  llani|)don, 
December  2i,  1S2;'.,  and  durinu;  her  life  resided  at  Ilampilen,  near  the  old  fannly 
mansion.  Her  iiusljanil  dieil  in  October,  1803,  and  she  folhiAved  him  Sei>tend)t'r 
10,  1870,  after  beiiii?  confined  forannmber  of  years  to  lier  rollinii,-  chair  and  bed, 
caused  by  an  incurable  lameness  in  one  of  her  knees.  Bein";  the  only  sister  lier 
brothers  were  much  attached  to  her  and  were  constantly  givini;-  her  reminders  of 
their  love.  Her  children  were :  Charles  S.,  John,  Elizabeth  K.,  Henry,  Daniel, 
Simeon,  Annie,  Sarah  D.,  and  Maria. 


Thomas  Penneman  Stetson, 

At  the  a-e  of  r.o  years. 


THOMAS   PENNEMAN  STETSON. 


(1)  Thomas  Penneman  Stetson,  son  of  Simeon,  was  born  at  Wash- 
ington,  N.  11.,  February  1,  1797,  and  married  for  his  first  wife  Sarah 
White,  daughter  of  James  White,  Esq.,  of  Hampden,  Maine,  April  29, 
1823,  by  whom  he  had  four  sons. 

He  was  inclined  to  farming,  and  his  father  gave  him  the  "Miller 
farm,"  situated  in  West  Hampden,  about  four  miles  from  the  "Upper 
Corner,"  at  the  junction  of  the  Carmel  and  Newburgh  roads,  and  soon 
after  his  marriage  moved  to  this.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife, 
July  7,  1850,  at  the  age  of  47  years,  he  remained  a  widower  until  Feb. 
4, 1855,  when  he  married  Mary  C.  Holmes,  daughter  of  Isaac  Holmes  of 
Winthrop,  Maine,  by  whom  he  had  no  children.  He  died  March  18, 
1868.  His  widow  resides  at  Lowell,  Mass.  All  of  his  nephews  hold 
his  memory  in  the  highest  esteem  ;  and  they  all  can  recall  many  pleasant 
days  spent  during  the  Summer  seasons  at  their  Uncle  Thomas'  house 
and  farm  in  West  Hampden. 

The  children  were  — 

(6)  John,  born  April  4,  1825. 

(7)  James  White,  born  March  14,  1829  ;  died  March  29,  1878. 

(8)  Simeon,  born  April  17,  1832. 

(9)  Stillman  White,  born  Dec.  24,  1837 ;  died  Feb.  23,  1881. 


REUBEN  KIDDER  STETSON. 


(2)  Reuben  Kidder  Stetson,  son  of  Simeon,  was  born  October  8, 
1798,  at  New  Ipswich,  N.  H.  ;  married  Charlotte,  daughter  of  Major- 
General  Jedediah  Herricl<,  of  Hampden,  December  18,  183."j,  by  whom 
he  had  four  children.  Slie  died  January  Itj,  18")2  ;  and  he  married  for 
his  second  wife  Elizabeth  Littlefield,  daughter  of  Daniel  Littlefield, 
of  Winterport,  Maine,  in  18 '>4,  by  whom  he  had  no  children.  His  second 
wife  was  a  widow,  her  first  husband's  name  being  Davis.  Reuben  early 
manifested  a  desire  for  a  sailor's  life,  which  lie  was  permitted  to  gratify, 
and  was  engaged  first  as  a  seaman  and  then  as  mate  and  captain,  in  the 
West  India  trade,  from  Hampden,  for  many  years.  Among  the  vessels 
he  commanded  was  tlie  "John  Hampden,"  built  by  his  father  Simeon  at 
Hampden.  He  subseriuently  went  into  trade  with  his  brother  George,  as 
partner,  at  Hampden.  He  was  first  Selectman  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  whenever  there  was  any  special  Itusiness  of  the  town  to  be  looked 
after  he  was  made  the  Town  Agent.  He  died  July  7,  1SG4,  and  his 
wife  in  1877. 

The  children  were  — 

(10)     Reuben  Kidder,  born  December  24,  1837. 

Charlotte  Ilerrick,  born  November  22,  1839. 

Elizabeth  Kidder,  born  April  4,  1X42. 

Henry,  born  April  10,  1845  ;  died  January  2,  1846. 

Charlotte  11,  married  Dr.  "Win.  Rogers  September  13,  ISTG,  and  has  two 
daughters,  Helen  S.,  born  November  5,  1878,  and  Marguerite,  born -Tan.  22,  1S81. 
Resides  at  Bar  Harbor,  ^Nlahie. 

Elizabeth  K.  married  Dr.  L.  E.  Norris,  August  10,  18G5,  and  has  three 
daughters  :  Elizabeth.  ])orn  November  lit,  ISi'.T,  Annie,  born  January  20, 1SG9,  and 
Carrie,  born  Aug.  \r,,  1872.     Resides  at  Hampden. 


Reuben  Kidder  Stetson, 
At  iho  ji^-f  of  r,;;  ycMis. 


Charles  Stetson, 

At  tho  agct  of  50  yiMi-b 


CHARLES  STUTSON. 


(3)  Charles  Stetson,  son  of  Simeon,  born  at  New  Ipswich,  N.  H., 
Nov.  2,  1801.  He  married  September  12,  1833,  at  Brookline,  Mass., 
Emily  J.  Pierce,  daughter  of  Waldo  Pierce,  Esq.,  of  Frankfort,  Maine, 
by  whom  he  had  ten  children. 

After  some  years  of  study  at  Hampden  Academy  he  entered  Yale 
College  in  1819,  at  the  age  of  18  years,  and  graduated  with  honors  in 
1823  ;■  and  after  studying  law  for  a  number  of  years  with  Enoch  Brown, 
in  Hampden,  and  with  John  Godfrey,  in  Bangor,  he  was  admitted  to 
practice  as  an  attorney  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  June,  1826, 
and  opened  an  oflice  in  Hampden  "Upper  Corner."  He  enjoyed  quite 
a  large  practice  while  located  there,  for  at  that  time  there  was  no  direct 
road  from  Carmel  and  adjacent  towns  to  Bangor,  and  the  residents  of 
these  towns  were  compelled  to  go  through  Hampden  to  reach  Bangor, 
and  they  would  find  it  more  convenient  to  transact  their  law  business  in 
Hampden  than  to  go  five  miles  further  to  Bangor ;  but  after  the  direct 
road  was  built  from  Carmel  to  Bangor,  he  saw  that  eventually  most  of 
his  clients  in  those  towns  would  go  to  Bangor,  and  so,  after  practicing 
theie  seven  years,  he  decided  to  move  to  Bangor. 

At  this  time  he  held  the  odlce  of  Town  Clerk,  and  as  the  election  did 
not  occur  till  the  following  spring,  he  decided  to  wait  till  then,  and  in 
March,  1«33,  after  the  town  meeting,  he  moved  to  Bangor. 

"While  in  Hampden  he  was  admitted  as  an  attorney  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  in  June,  1828,  and  as  Counsellor  of  the  same  court  in 
June,  1830.  During  his  practice  at  Hampden,  besides  being  Town 
Clerk,  he  was  overseer  of  the  poor,  assessor  and  first  selectman. 

In  1834  he  assumed  the  duties  of  IMunicipal  Judge,  being  the  first  to 
hold  that  position,  Bangor  having  been  incorporated  as  a  cky  that  year. 
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He  continued  to  preside  over  the  Municipal  Court  until  1839,  when  he 
resigned  to  accept  the  pobition  of  Clerk  of  Courts,  which  otlice  he  filled 
for  several  years. 

In  1843-4  he  served  in  the  Common  Council  as  a  member  from  "Ward 
5.  In  184."i,  184G  and  1847  he  was  made  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Council  under  Gov.  John  W.  Dana.  In  184.'-»  lie  was  elected  a  member 
of  Congress  as  a  Democrat,  and  he  served  in  the  U.  S.  House  of 
Representatives  one  term,  from  1849  to  18,j1,  in  the  31st  Congress. 

After  the  close  of  liis  Congressional  career  lie  did  not  actively  practice 
the  profession  of  law,  but  devoted  liimself  to  the  care  of  his  large  private 
aflFairs. 

As  a  lawyer  he  was  particularly  versed  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
real  estate,  and  he  made  that  quite  a  specialty,  his  services  being  sought 
by  persons  desiring  legal  information  on  that  and  kindred  suljjeets. 
He  had  a  very  fine  library  and  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  reading,  be- 
ing of  quite  a  literary  taste. 

Since  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  he  acted  with  that 
political  organization.  In  his  religious  views  he  was  liberal  and  a 
supporter  of  the  Unitarian  church.  He  was  very  prominently  identified 
with  the  business  interest  of  Bangor,  and  he  had  a  very  large  amount 
of  real  estate  —  unquestionably  the  largest  real  estate  owner  in  the 
city  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  director  in  the  Merchants 
National  Bank  and  in  the  Bangor  Gas-Light  Co.,  and  was  a  stockholder 
in  numerous  corporations. 

He  died  March  27,  l.s.s3,  at  the  advanced  age  of  82  years,  and,  till 
nearly  the  time  of  his  death,  attended  personally  to  his  large  business 
interests.  He  was  held  in  eminent  res[)ect  by  everj' one  for  his  honesty 
and  sturdy  qualities. 

His  children  were — 

(11)     Charles  Pierce,  born  May  24,  1^35. 
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Emily,  bora  November  28,  1837. 

Anna  Maria,  buiu  ^lay  28,  1839. 

Amasa,  born  July  28,  1841 ;  died  July,  1842. 

Caroline,  born  May  30,  1843. 

Frances,  born  January  4,  1847. 

Frederick,  born  December  30,  1848  ;  died  June  IG,  1850. 

(12)  Franklin,  bom  December  11,  IS.jO. 

Ada  Pierce,  born  March  31,  1853  ;  died  August  27,  1884. 

(13)  Hayward.  born  May  30,  1857. 

Erailr  married  James  S.  Rrown  Ma\'  :50,  l5G5,  and  after  the  death  of  her 
husband  has  resided  \vith  her  niotlier  at  Bangor. 

Caroline  married  l-'ranklin  A.  Wilson,  Esq.,  a  lawyer  of  Bangor,  Oct.  12,  1S71, 
and  has  three  sons  :  Chas.  Stetson,  born  June  10,  1873,  John  11 — .  born  Sept.  20, 
1878,  and  Hayward,  born  April  "J,  1884.     Resides  at  Bangor. 

Ada  P.  married  John  C.  Ilolman,  of  Boston,  September  7,  1880,  and  had  one 
daughter,  Catherine,  born  October  8,  18«3.     Ada  died  at  Boston,  Aug.  27,  ISS-t. 

RESOLUTIONS 
PASSED  BY  the;  diuectors  of  the  merchants  national  bank, 

April  30,  2SS3,  on  the  death  of  Charles  Stetson. 

That  as  personal  friends  of  the  late  Mr.  Stetson  we  learned  with  sad- 
ness of  his  death  at  the  time,  and  now  that  we  are  met  as  a  Board  of 
Directors,  we  feel  keenly  the  loss  of  our  always  kindly  adviser  and  able 
associate.  AVe  know  full  well,  too,  how  great  the  loss  to  the  Bank  will 
be,  as  his  large  experience  and  his  ripe  judgment,  clear  headed,  and 
intelligent  opinion  was  rarely  otherwise  than  law  with  us.  The  shadow 
of  death  has  passed  over  us  often,  ah!  too  often,  and  in  its  darkness 
we  have  lost  sight  of  Batman  and  Smith  and  Hill,  honored  names,  and 
of  Stickney  and  Holt,  endeared  to  us  by  their  virtues  ;  and  now  again 
our  eyes  are  darkened,  another  late  friend  and  associate  we  can  see  no 
more  in  his  accustomed  place. 

Resolved,  that  we  hold  in  ihe  greatest  respect,  the  memory  of  the  late 
Hon.  Charles  Stetson.  Mr.  Stetson  was  honorable  in  his  intercourse 
with  men,  upright  in  his  dealings,  conservative  in  his  habits,  and  these 
traits  adorned  his  life  and  formed  and  distinguished  his  character. 

Voted,  that  the  Cashier  present  to  the  family  of  the  deceased  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  as  a  testimonial  of  our  sympathy  and  condolence  in 
their  bereavement. 


30 

[FROiM  THE  IJANGOR  WHIG  AND  COURIER,  JUNE  19,  1S83.] 

In  Memoriam. 

At  eleven  o'clock  yesterday  forenoon  a  considerable  number  of  the 
members  of  the  Penobscot  Bar  assembled  at  the  Court  Room,  Chief 
Justice  Appleton  presiding. 

Hon.  "VVm.  H.  JMcCrillis  rose  and  read  tlie  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  the  lion.  Charles  Stetson,  we  deplore 
the  loss  of  a  patriaicli  of  the  profession,  and  the  oldest  member  at  the 
time  of  his  decease  of  the  Penobscot  Bar.  Among  his  contemporaries 
who  have  gone  before  him  our  common  memory  could  find  greater 
lawyers,  but  none  greater  in  professional  honor  or  in  those  qiudities  that 
adorn  an  upright  life.  Ilis  integrity  was  pure,  he  had  an  honest  love  of 
truth  and  justice,  an  outspoken  resolute  firmness  for  the  right.  Our 
brother  left  behind  him  in  these  sterling  traits  of  his  cliaracter,  reflected 
and  exemplified  in  his  public  and  private  life  and  in  his  dealings  with 
his  fellow  men,  a  good  title  to  remembrance  and  to  our  warmest  testi- 
monial of  respect  to  his  memory. 

Resolved,  That  the  Court  be  requested  to  order  these  resolutions  to 
be  entered  upon  tlie  records  of  this  Court  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Bar  transmit  a  copy  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

JUDGE  Godfrey's  remarks. 
Hon.  John  E.  Godfrey  addressed  the  Court  in  the  following  language  : 

May  it  please  the  Court : 

A  few  days  since  I  attended  the  remains  of  our  departed  brother. 
Judge  Stetson,  to  the  grave.  I  had  been  acquainted  with  him  longer 
than  any  other  man.  More  than  seventy  years  ago  I  was  born  at  a 
little  distance  from  where  he  was  tlien  living,  and  our  acquaintance  was 
never  broken.  His  father's  garden  and  my  father's  adjouied ;  or, 
perhaps  I  should  say  his  mother's,  for  that  delightful  iuclosure  was 
under  her  especial  supervision — a  woman  of  rare  merit ;  diligent,  careful 
generous,  hospitable  and  of  a  refined  taste.  In  this  garden  were  culti- 
vated choice  fruits  and  tlowers,  and  it  was  daintily  kept.  It  is  not 
surprising  that  her  children  early  acquired  a  love  for  the  cultivation  of 
the  garden  and  fiowers. 

His  father,  Simeon  Stetson,  was  born  in  Randolph,  Massachusetts, 
in  1770.     He  established  himself   in  Hampden  in  the  spring  of  1804. 
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-He  was  a  man  of  affairs  and  prominent  in  this  region  until  he  died  in 
1836.  He  was  engaged  in  an  extensive  mercantile  business  ;  cultivated 
a  large  farm  ;  was  principal  manager  of  the  business  of  the  town  ;  was 
a  magistrate  and  tried  causes  ;  and  gave  some  attention  to  politics.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  State  Constitutional  Convention,  in  1819,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Council  of  Governor  PLnoch  Lincoln,  in  1.^29. 
His  children  were  five  sons  and  one  daughter.  Charles  was  the  fourth 
child  and  third  son.  lie  was  born  in  New  Ipswich,  N.  H.,  Nov.  2,  1801 . 
and  came  witli  his  fatlier  when  he  removed  to  Hampden. 

My  first  special  recollection  of  Charles  Stetson  is  when,  in  my  early 
boyhood,  he  was  preparing  for  college.  I  frequently  saw  him  at  his 
home  studying  his  Virgil,  and  was  so  impressed  with  his  earnestness  and 
the  facility  with  which  lie  converted  a  language  then  entirely  incompre- 
sensible  to  me,  into  English,  that  the  fact  became  indelibly  fixed  in  my 
memory. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age  he  entered  Yale  College  ;  he  graduated  in 
1823.  Soon  after  his  graduation  he  entered  upon  his  law  studies  with 
Hon.  Enoch  Brown,  at  Hampden  Lower  Corner.  He  closed  his  prepara- 
tory studies  with  my  father,  who,  while  he  was  in  college,  in  1820-21, 
had  removed  to  Bangor.  I  recollect  Mr.  Stetson  as  then  a  close  and 
careful  student ;  and  as  retaining  that  earnestness  of  manner  that  early 
impressed  me. 

He  came  to  the  Bar  when  the  old  system  was  in  vogue.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  1826  ;  to  this  Court  as  au  At- 
torney, in  1828,  and  as  a  Counsellor,  in  1830.  It  was  about  this  period, 
that  the  Penobscot  Bar  received  an  accession  of  legal  talent  tiiat  after- 
ward gave  it  a  high  prestige. 

Mr.  Stetson  first  established  himself  in  business  soon  after  his  ad- 
mission, at  Hampden  Upper  Corner,  and  was  my  father's  first  successor 
there.  He  had  a  successful  practice  until  1832,  when  he  removed  to 
Bangor.  I  remember  seeing  him  engaged  in  the  trial  of  cases  in  the 
Courts,  which  he  conducted  with  skill. 

Bangor  became  a  city  in  1834,  and  he  was  then  appointed  its  first 
Municipal  Judge,  lie  held  the  office  until  1837,  when  he  succeeded,  by 
executive  appointment,  General  Hodsdon  as  Clerk  of  the  Courts.  This 
office  he  held  a  larger  portion  of  the  time  until  Governor  Kent's  second 
terra  in  1841.  In  the  municipal  year  1843-4  he  was  President  of  tlie 
Common  Council  of  Bangor.  In  1847,  he  was  elected  Representative  to 
Congress,  from  this  district,  and  he  held  that  position  during  the  years 
1849  and  1850. 
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In  his  practice  he  had  but  one  business  connection,  that  with  Daniel 
T.  Jewett,  who  afterward  removed  to  St.  Louis,  and  atone  time  repre- 
sented the  State  of  IMissouri  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

After  Judge  Stetson  had  closed  his  services  in  Congress  he  did  not 
resume  his  law  practice,  his  private  business  requiring  all  his  attention. 

Judge  Stetson  was  a  good  lawyer  and  a  reliable  counsellor  ;  he  was 
diligent  in  his  business  and  faithful  to  his  trusts,  lie  was  decided  in 
his  opinions,  though  not  so  wedded  to  them  that  he  would  not  yield  to 
conviction. 

In  politics  his  action  was  with  the  Democratic  party  untiTthe  organ- 
ization of  the  Republican  party,  after  which  he  acted  with  that  party. 
Being  a  patriot  i,t  is  needless  to  say  that  he  tooiv  a  decided  part  against 
the  attempt  to  overthrow  the  government. 

He  was  a  man  of  culture  and  a  friend  of  education.  He  possessed  a 
large  and  valuable  libraiy,  and  spent  much  of  his  time  with  iiis  books  ; 
and  he  never  lost  that  partiality  for  the  garden  and  flowers  that  he  early 
imbibed.     He  was  a  kind  friend  and  a  genial  companion. 

That  he  was  a  religious  man  is  indicated  by  the  inscrii)tion  wliich, 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  he  caused  to  be  placed  upon  the 
monument  under  which  his  body  reposes  : — Ivesuugemas. 

ADDRESS    I'.Y    MR.    .McCRILLIS. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  ]\IcC'rillis  addressed  the  Court  in  these  words  : 
My  acquaintance  with  Judge  Stetson  began  in  the  early  days  of  my 
professional  life.  Time  is  always  busy  obliterating  recollections.  I 
only  remember  Mr.  Stetson  at  that  time  as  a  hard  working,  successful 
lawyer,  appreciated  as  a  reliable  counsellor  and  an  honorable  practitioner. 
He  afterwards  chose  another  line  of  life  and  relinquished  his  practice  at 
the  Bar  for  public  employments  and  attention  to  his  private  atTairs. 

Judge  Stetson  was  digniHed  in  his  deportment,  somewhat  reserved  in 
his  manners,  many  years  my  senior  and  surrounded  with  a  busy  life. 
I  cannot  claim  any  particular  personal  acquaintance  with  him  until  within 
the  last  twenty-three  or  twenty-four  years.  During  all  that  peiiod  I 
have  occupied  an  otlice  in  the  same  building  with  his  oflice  and  near  it. 
We  met  very  often^  almost  daily,  until  within  a  siiort  period  before  the 
close  of  his  life.  I  found  liim  kind,  friendly,  cordial.  Our  acquaintance 
was  plesaut  and  agreeable.  He  had  been  in  public  life,  had  an  extensive 
knowledge  and  experience  of  men  and  of  facts,  was  an  active  observer 
of  public  measures  and  this  period  covered  the  memorable  times  of  the 
civil  war. 
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In  those  1od<^  years  of  familiar,  neighborl}',  uninterrupted  friendship 
I  became  quite  intimatel}'  acquainted  with  him  and  his  life.  Few  of  my 
brethren  know  more  of  Judge  Stetson  than  I  do.  I  have  a  deep  sense 
of  his  sincere,  independent,  manly  character  and  of  his  many  sterling 
and  noble  qualities.  I  do  not  propose  to  enter  upon  a  detail  of  his  public 
services.  Integrity  is  the  brightest  ornament  and  a  needed  qualification 
of  a  public  man.  I  speak  only  what  was  known  and  appreciated  by  his 
constituents,  without  distinction  of  party,  that  as  a  Representive  to 
Congress  he  never  departed  from  a  conscientious  discharge  of  his  duty. 

Judge  Stetson's  real  soliftudes  and  his  real  thoughts  were  on  the  war 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  it.  "With  his  temperament  he  was  apt 
to  look  on  the  dark  side,  but  in  everything  relating  to  the  war  he  looked 
on  the  best  and  most  hopeful  side.  There  were  dark  days,  periods  of 
gloom;  and  of  almost  unrelieved  gloom,  but  his  faith  never  faltered.  He 
believed  that  in  the  end  the  rebellion  would  be  overthrown  and  the  au- 
thority of  the  Government  completely  re-established.  He  was  jealous  of 
England  and  of  English  opinion  to  be  followed  by  English  interference, 
and  he  never  forgot  either  the  sympathy  and  friendship  of  the  Russian 
Government  nor  the  illwill  and  bitterness  of  the  English  people. 

Judge  Stetson  was  crowned  with  length  of  days  and  with  the  esteem 
and  respect  of  his  fellow-men.  His  life  was  full  of  busy,  useful  labors. 
In  all  of  his  habits  and  feelings  he  was  simple,  unassuming,  unostenta- 
tious. In  all  that  he  did  he  was  earnest  and  sincere.  His  judgment 
was  calm  and  ready,  his  conclusions  correct,  and  he  abounded  in  strong 
common  sense.  He  was  industrious.  Industry  was  one  of  the  main 
articles  in  his  creed.  In  that  as  in  everything  else  he  was  earnest  and 
true  to  by  sense  of  duty.  The  toilers  keep  the  world  in  motion,  he 
shared  the  burden,  bore  his  full  share  and  believed  it  his  duty.  Until 
his  advancing  years  demanded  a  respite  he  gave  day  by  day  an  honest 
day's  work  to  the  world's  industry 

There  are  traits  of  character  that  are  never  lost  sight  of,  not  because 
they  are  so  rare  but  because  they  so  much  adorn  and  dignify  life.  Judge 
Stetson  wa&  a  just  man  of  irreproachable  truth  and  integrity  and  these 
qualities  adorned  and  dignified  his  life.  AVe  honor  his  memory  and  we 
will  hold  it  in  pleasant,  respectful  remembrance.  There  was  a  touch  of 
heroism  in  his  mental  determination  and  his  unbending  will.  He  could 
stand  alone  for  the  right  and  the  opinions  of  others  against  his  convic- 
tions of  right  and  justice  never  reached  his  ear.  His  honesty  came 
from  his  heart.    In  his  dealings  with  his  fellow-men  no  honester  man  ever 
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lived.     No  one  ever  knew  of  a  neglected  or  broken  promise  of  Judge 
Stetson's. 

JUDGE    APPLETON's    RESPONSE. 

Chief  Justice  Appleton  responded  as  follows  : 

Again  has  death  issued  his  irrevocable  summons.  Again  we  are  called 
upon  to  pay  our  tribute  of  respect  to  departed  worth.  The  oldest 
member  of  our  bar,  full  of  years,  honored  and  respected,  has  departed 
from  amongst  us,  and  the  resolutions  you  have  presented  are  a  fitting 
tribute  to  his  memory. 

When  I  came  to  this  county  in  1826,  Mr.  Stetson  was  the  youngest 
member  of  the  bar.  Born  in  the  same  country  town,  on  adjacent  farms, 
sons  of  the  Granite  State,  I  early  formed  his  acquaintance,  and  a 
friendship  and  intimacy  commenced,  which  has  continued  while  life 
remained. 

Educated  at  one  of  the  first  colleges  of  the  Union,  a  graduate  of  Yale, 
Mr.  Stetson,  after  reading  law  the  usual  period,  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Jlampden,  where  he  remained  some  3'ears  before  his 
removal  to  this  city.  Thoroughly  educated,  well  read  in  the  learning  of 
his  chosen  profession,  he  began  the  race  of  life  with  all  the  advantages 
which  a  superior  education  and  a  vigorous  intellect  always  give.  He, 
at  once,  commanded  a  large  and  extensive  practice.  Ilis  clients  im- 
plicitly relied  on  his  learning,  his  integrity  and  his  sound  judgment,  and 
their  reliance  was  justified  by  the  result. 

During  a  long  and  busy  life  he  held  numerous  offices  of  trust,  tlie 
duties  of  which  were  discharged  with  honor  to  himself  and  to  the  appro- 
bation of  the  public. 

As  a  judge,  impartial  and  unprejudiced,  his  effort  was  that  justice 
should  be  done,  that  right  should  prevail,  that  the  criminal  should  answer 
for  his  crime  and  suffer  its  due  punishment,  and  that  the  innocent  should 
never  bear  the  penalties  of  guilt. 

As  a  clerk  of  this  Court  he  was  ever  prompt  and  attentive  in  the  dis- 
charge of  its  various  duties,  courteous  alike  to  the  bench  and  to  the  bar. 

As  a  member  of  the  Council,  as  the  Constitutional  adviser  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  State,  he  was  one  in  whose  calm  judgment  and  honest 
advice  reliance  could  be  safely  reposed. 

As  a  representative  no  one  was  ever  more  attentive  in  the  discharge 
of  a  duty.  Ever  at  his  post,  faithful  in  watching  over  the  interests 
of  his  constituents  and  of  the  public,   conservative   in  his  views,  he 
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was  ever  the  opponent  of  fraud  and  wasteful  extravagance.  No  scheme 
of  public  plunder  but  met  with  his  determined  hostility. 

But  the  pressure  of  his  private  affairs  gradually  withdrew  him  from 
his  profession,  and  for  more  than  thirty  years  he  had  ceased  to  take 
any  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  or  in  the  labors  of  his  profes- 
sion. 

Honorable  and  honored  in  public  station  and  in  private  life,  of  un- 
questioned integrity,  clear-headed  and  sagacious  in  affairs  of  business, 
faithful  in  the  discharge  of  every  trust,  courteous  and  gentlemanly  in 
the  intercourse  of  social  life,  in  the  fullness  of  years  he  has  joined  the 
ever  increasing  num])ers  of  the  departed.  He  has  gone  to  his  rest,  and 
the  days  and  honrs  are  rapidly  approaching  when  we,  too,  shall  lie 
down  with  him.  He  reposes  in  the  beautiful  city  of  the  dead,  by  the 
banks  of  the  flowing  river,  amid  the  whispering  pines,  awaiting  the 
future  which  the  Almighty  in  his  wisdom  has  ordained  for  the  sons  of 
humanity — leaving  to  his  family  the  inheritance  of  an  honored  name 
and  the  accumulations  of  a  wise  sagacity. 


George  Stetson, 

At  thf  ;i-u  of  b-l  yi-ar 


GEORGE   STETSON. 


(4)  George  Stetson,  son  of  Simeon,  was  born  at  Hampden,  Jan.  25, 
1807.  He  married  Adeline  Hamlin,  daughter  of  Hon.Elijali  L.  Hamlin, 
of  Bangor,  November  13,  1845,  by  whom  had  four  children. 

He  received  his  education  at  the  Hampden  Academy,  and  after  grad- 
uating entered  into  business  at  Hampden  with  his  brother  Reuben,  carry- 
ing on  a  general  store  and  iutercsted  largely  in  West  India  business. 

Moved  to  Bangor  in  1S34  and  formed  a  [jartncrship  with  Albert  G. 
Brown,  uuder  the  firm  uame  of  Brown  &  Stetson,  and  did  a  general 
trading  business. 

In  1835  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother  Isaiah  and  Cyrus 
Emery,  under  the  firm  name  of  Emory,  Stetson  &  Co.  The  firm  carried 
on  a  large  wholesale  and  supplying  business  and  were  large  lumber 
manufacturers,  owning  and  operating  for  man}'  years  the  "Bruce  Mill" 
on  Kenduskeag  stream.  They  exported  largely  to  the  AVest  Indies,  in 
their  own  vessels,  bringing  back  West  India  goods  for  their  store. 

On  November  11,  1850,  Mr.  Emery  withdrew  from  the  firm  and  the 
two  brothers  continued  the  business,  uuder  the  firm  name  of  Stetson  & 
Co.* 

The  firm  of  Stetson  &,  Co.  gradually  withdrew  from  lumber  manufac- 
turing and  trading,  and  invested  in  timberlands  and  real  estate. 

In  1858  George  Stetson  succeeded  the  late  Sam'l  F.  Horsey  as  presi- 
dent of  the  oSIarkot  Bank,  and  in   ISGo   became  president  of   the  First 

♦Emery,  Stetson  &  Co.  were  probably  anion;;  the  lu-st,  if  not  t/n-  first,  to  sliip 
ice  from  tlie  Penobscot  river,  for,  in  loolvin>;  over  some  old  records,  tlie  followin;^- 
memorandum  was  found :  "Monday.  Marcli  18,  16.>u.  Scii.  Caledonia,  Capt. 
Coombs,  from  Frankfort  Mills,  with  ice,  sailed  this  day  for  Baltimore,  to  till  our 
contract  made  through  C.  Kidder  for  JOO  to  buu  tons  of  ice,  to  be  delivered  tliere 
at  §4.00  per  ton  of  2i'40  lbs." 
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National  Bank  of  Bangor,  the  IMarket  Bank  being  then  merged  into  the 
National,  and  he  continued  to  hold  this  position  till  his  deatli. 

About  this  time  the  government  was  trying  to  ticnt  a  large  war  loan, 
and  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  come  forward  to  suljscribe,  and  through 
his  efforts  a  large  number  uf  bonds  were  taken  in  Bangor.  These  were 
trying  times  for  the  government,  and  a  man's  loyalty  was  shown  by  his 
assistance  to  the  cause. 

In  1862  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  and  served  two  terms.  He 
was  one  of  the  principal  movers  in  forming  the  Central  ^Market  House 
Co.  and  building  Noromltega  Hall,  the  scene  of  many  stirring  times 
during  the  war.  Was  a  director  in  the  company  since  its  organization, 
and  in  IST'J  was  elected  president,  which  position  he  held  till  his  death. 

He  was  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  appointed  by  the 
Legislature  in  187.J  to  build  the  Bangor  Water  Works,  and  during  the 
construction  of  the  dam  and  water  works  gave  almost  his  entire  time  to 
the  city's  interests  ;  and  his  indomitalile  perseverance  and  pluck  carried 
through,  to  a  most  successful  ending,  one  of  the  most  beneficial  acts 
ever  introduced  for  the  welfare  of  the  city,  although  against  the  opposi- 
tion of  many  prominent  citizens  of  Bangor.  He  was  one  of  the  principal 
organizers  of  the  Union  Insurance  Co.  and  the  Bangor  ]Mutual  Fire  In- 
surance Co.  and  held  the  otlice  of  president  of  both  companies  for 
many  years. 

Of  all  the  charitable  works  in  which  he  was  interested,  he  was  untiring 
in  his  devotion  to  the  Mount  IIoi)e  Cemetery  Corporation,  and  [)lanned 
all  its  additions,  and  for  many  years,  as  president  of  the  Corporation, 
he  attended  more  closely  to  its  details  than  any  other  man. 

A  few  days  before  his  death  lie  sent  for  one  of  the  trustees,  and  to 
him  explained  his  ideas  of  further  improving  tind  Ijcautifying  the 
cemetery  and  tlie  exact  manner  in  which  they  might  best  be  executed, 
He  seemed  to  have  every  inch  of  the  ground  around  the  cenietery  in  his 
mind,  and  showed  as  great  an  interest  as  ever  in  the  beautiful  place. 
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He  remained  president  till  failing  health  made  it  necessary  for  him  to 
resign,  about  a  year  before  his  death.  The  cemetery  stands  today  as  a 
monument  to  his  devotion  to  the  city  of  the  dead. 

In  politics  he  was  a  strong  Republican  and  in  religion  he  was  an 
ardent  Unitarian  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  church. 
His  religious  belief  is  well  expressed  in  the  following  lines  which  were 
found  in  his  hand  writing  among  his  papers  :  ''The  cultivation  of  our 
best  qualities  is  the  true  worship  of  divinity." 

He  was  commissioned  Captain  of  Hampden  Light  Infantry  January 
14,  1826,  and  promoted  to  Major  June  9,  1832. 

He  died  June  15,  1891,  at  the  age  of  8-1  years,  the  last  surviving 
member  of  a  most  worthy  band  of  brothers. 

His  children  were — 

(14)  George  Hamlin,  born  November  15,  1846. 

(15)  Edward,  born  June  22,  1854. 

(16)  Isaiah  Kidder,  born  April  3,  1858. 
Mary  Adeline,  born  April  24,  1860. 

Mary  married  Thomas  Fenton  Taylor,  a  law-yer  practicing;  at  New  York,  April 
10,  1S83,  and  lias  tliree  children  :  Maraij;aret,  born  Oct.  28,  ls84,  George  Stetson, 
born  May  22.  18SG,  and  Fenton,  born  November  22,  1SS7. 

Eesides  at  Orange,  New  Jersey. 

[FROM  THE  BAXGOR  COMMERCIAL,  JUNE  16,  1S91.] 

The  news  of  the  death  of  George  Stetson,  Esq.,  one  of  the  few  sur- 
vivors of  the  coterie  of  staunch,  progressive,  loyal  business  men  to  whom 
is  due  the  high  reputation  which  P.angor  enjoys  in  the  commercial  world, 
was  not  unexpectedly  received  by  our  citizens  today.  It  was  neverthe- 
less a  shock  to  them,  and  the  feeling  that  pervades  business  circles  is 
that  a  strong  and  able  mind  has  departed,  leaving  a  vacancy  which  few 
men  are  fitted  to  fill. 

It  has  been  known  for  weeks  that  Mr.  Stetson's  death  was  a  question 
of  only  a  brief  time,  and  the  hundreds  of  daily  inquiries  after  his  con- 
dition were  striking  evidence  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his 
associates. 
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Until  Friday  morning  his  intellect  was  perfectly  clear,  but  a  relapse 
about  midnight  Thursday  prostrated  him  so  that  he  gradually  lost  full 
consciousness  and  commenced  to  sink  rapidly  to  the  end.  For  some 
weeks  he  understood  perfectly  that  he  could  not  live  but  a  short  time,  and 
with  rare  calmness  and  earnestness  he  arranged  his  business  affairs  and 
sent  for  his  friends,  one  by  one,  and  said  good  bye  to  them.  He  made 
all  the  plans  for  his  funeral  and  asked  several  of  his  callers  to  be  his 
pall  bearers. 

Mr.  Stetson  was  always  temperate  in  his  haltits,  a  staunch  friend  and 
kind,  sympathetic  and  devoted  in  his  family.  In  every  charitable 
movement  he  was  found  a  ready  helper,  but  he  detested  every  imposi- 
tion of  this  nature.  His  great  desire  to  help  the  unfortunate  was 
shown  most  clearly  in  recent  years,  at  the  time  of  the  Eastport  tire, 
when  he  headed  the  subscriptions  and  was  largely  instrumental  in 
raising  the  handsome  measure  of  aid  which  Bangor  tendered  the  stricken 
town. 

It  was,  perhaps,  in  business  that  Mr.  Stetson  was  better  known.  In 
years  of  dealing  with  his  fellow  citizens  his  reputation  for  integrity  and 
deep  sense  of  honor  were  never  questioned.  His  keen  perception, 
sound  judgment  and  great  executive  ability  made  themselves  felt  in 
every  enterprise  with  which  he  became  associated,  and  his  strong  hand- 
ling of  the  affairs  of  the  First  National  Bank  easily  placed  him  for  years 
among  the  foremost  financiers  in  -Maine.  lie  was  a  cautious  man  and 
yet  always  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  every  enterprise  of  importance 
started  in  Bangor. 

Mr.  Stetson  will  be  keenly  missed  by  many  of  Bangor's  leading  citi- 
zens, who  were  accustomed  to  seek  his  advice,  and  his  death  will  cause 
keen  sorrow  among  the  worthy  poor  from  whose  request  for  assistance 
he  was  never  known  to  turn  aside. 

The  foUoicinrj  rrsolutions  icere  jvrs.-ied  June  25,  1S9I,  h>j  the  Dirrctors  of  the  First 
National  Bank,  and  irere  read  h>j  IL>n.  Hannibal  Uamlin,  one  of  the  Directnrs: 

Resolved,  That  the  directors  andottlcersof  the  First  National  Bank, 
Bangor,  are  pained  at  and  deeply  regret  the  decease  of  its  president, 
George  Stetson. 

Mr.  Stetson  was  a  man  of  rare  and  distinguished  accomplishments. 
At  a  time  when  the  whole  system  of  currency  was  changed  to  the 
National  Bank  system,  there  were  serious  doubts  of  its  success  in  the 
minds  of  many,  but  ilr.  Stetson,  with  his  loyal  devotion  to  the  country 
and  his  keen  foresight  and  comprehensive  judgment,  was  principally  in- 
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strumental  in  establishing  the  bank.  He  was  elected  its  first  president 
and  so  remained  to  the  time  of  his  decease.  We  who  have  been  asso- 
ciated with  him  know  best  how  excellently  well  and  with  what  conser- 
vative skill  the  affairs  of  the  bank  have  at  all  times  been  administered 
under  his  supervision.  He  was  a  man  of  great  financial  ability  and  ex- 
cellent judgment,  with  a  well  balanced  mind,  broad  and  extensive 
knowledge  of  business,  and  a  Christian  gentleman.  His  personal  integ- 
rity challenges  our  admiration.  A  good  man  in  all  the  word  implies 
has  gone  from  us,  and  he  will  be  missed  in  all  our  community,  but  by 
none  more  than  ourselves.  His  death  is,  indeed,  a  public  loss  and  it  is 
with  great  satisfaction  that  we  pay  tliis  sincere  tribute  to  his  memory 
and  his  worth. 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  his  bereaved  family  our  heartfelt 
sympathy  in  their  great  and  irreparable  loss. 

Resolved,  That  the  cashier  is  hereby  directed  to  enter  these  resolu- 
tions upon  the  records  of  the  bank  and  that  a  copy  be  furnished  his 
family. 

Copy  of  resolutions  paused  hy  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Hampden  Aeadeiny,  at  a 
meeting  held  July  8,  1S91 : 

Resolved  :  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Hampden  Academy  would  here- 
by express  their  deep  appreciation  of  the  thoughtf  ulness  and  benevolence 
of  the  Hon.  George  Stetson,  late  of  Bangor,  in  providing  so  noble  an 
endowment  for  this  venerable  seat  of  learning,  an  endowment  that  will 
not  only  be  of  lasting  advantage  to  our  youth  but  a  perpetual  memorial 
of  the  generous  interest  he  has  ever  taken  in  our  community. 

Resolved  :  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  be  instructed  to  incorpo- 
rate these  resolutions  in  the  records  of  the  Academy  and  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  same  to  the  family  of  Mr.  Stetson. 

Attest :— H.  W.  Mayo,  Sec'y. 
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Isaiah  Stetson, 

At  llu'  :i"e  uf  54  yt'M 


ISAIAH   STETSON. 


(5)  Isaiah  Stetson,  son  of  Simeon,  born  at  Hampden  Feb.  6,  1812. 
He  married  Eliza,  daughter  of  Josepli  Griflm,  Esq.,  of  Brunswick,  Aug. 
27,  1851.  She  died  Jan.  4,  ].sC6,  and  left  no  children.  Dec.  3,  18G7, 
he  married  Sarah  .Jewett  Griffin,  younger  sister  of  his  first  wife,  by  whom 
he  had  three  children.  After  receiving  an  education  at  Hampden  Acad- 
emy, lie  decided  to  move  to  Bangor,  in  1833,  and  go  into  business,  for, 
at  that  time,  Bangor  being  situated  at  the  head  of  tide  water  was  rapidly 
increasing  in  size  and  business  and  was  destined  to  become  the  most 
important  place  on  the  Penobscot  river. 

He  went  into  business  with  Cyrus  Emery,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Emery  &  Stetson,  the  firm  being  changed  to  Emery,  Stetson  &  Co.  on 
the  admittance  of  his  brother  George,  in  1835. 

The  rapid  advance  the  firm  made  in  the  mercantile  world  was  due  to 
the  close  application  to  business  of  the  two  brothers,  and  after  the 
death  of  Mr.  Emery,  in  1850,  and  the  formation  of  a  partnership  by  the 
two  brothers,  under  the  firm  name  of  Stetson  &  Co.,  they  gradually 
withdrew  from  active  mercantile  business  and  invested  largely  in 
timberlands  and  real  estate.  The  active  management  of  tlie  lands  de- 
volved, to  a  great  extent,  upon  Isaiah,  and  the  rapid  increase  in  value 
and  extent  of  their  lands  showed  his  ability  as  a  business  man.  In 
1857-8  he  was  chosen  as  alderman  from  ward  5,  and  1859,  'CO,  'Gl  and 
'62  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city,  and  would  have  been  chosen  again 
had  he  not  i)osilivcly  declined  to  serve  longer.  His  mayoralty  covered 
the  exciting  period  of  the  outbreak  of  the  civil  war  and  his  courage, 
firmness,  sagacity,  prudence  and  patriotism  during  those  days  will  ever 
be  remembered  to  his  honor.  He  was  an  earnest  and  devoted  sup[)orter 
of  Republican  priuciples,  and  he  was  always  among  the  foremost  in 
aiding  and  encouraging  the  Union  cause.  In  18G5  and  1«GG  he  repre- 
sented Bangor  in  the  State  Legislature,  where   his  ability  and  infiuence 


were  fully  recognized  and  where  his  high  character  won  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  his  associates. 

He  was  a  delegate  at  large  to  the  National  Republican  Convention 
held  at  Philadelphia  June  ;J,  l'S72  ;  was  the  tirst  president  and  held  the 
office  for  some  years  of  the  Bangor  &  Piscataquis  Iv.  R.  Co.  ;  and  for 
many  years  treasurer  of  tlie  ]Maine  State  College. 

During  his  younger  days  he  apparently  had  a  longing  for  military 
honors,  for  he  was  commissioned  Ensign  of  the  Hampden  Light  Infan- 
try in  1831  and  promoted  to  Lieutenant  on  June  9,  l'S:]2. 

'In  his  religious  views  he  was  liberal,  and  for  many  years  attended  the 
Unitarian  church,  but  after  his  second  marriage,  in  preference  to  his 
wife's  wishes,  he  attended  the  Third  Congregational  church. 

He  died  June  30,  1880,  at  the  age  of  68  years.  ^ 

His  children  were — 

(17)     Henry  Crosby,  born  February  1,  I860. 

Eliza  Grifliu,  born  August  27,  1S70. 

Louise  Faulkner,  born  October  5,  1872. 

[EXTRACT  FROM  BAXGOU  WlllCr  .-^;  COT-RIER,  THURSDAY,  JULY  1,  18S0.] 

It  becomes  our  sorrowful  duty  to  announce  the  death  of  another  of 
Bangor's  most  prominent  and  honored  citizens.  After  a  long  and  dis- 
tressing sickness,  Hon.  Isaiah  Stetson  died  on  Wednesday  morning  at 
his  home  on  Union  Street,  where  he  has  been  confined  to  his  room  for 
some  months,  and  steadily  sinking  in  spite  of  all  medical  skill  and  the 
loving  ministrations  of  a  devoted  family.  The  intelligence  of  his  death, 
though  not  unexpected,  caused  a  feeling  of  deep  sadness  throughout  our 
community,  where  the  deceased  has  ever  been  held  in  the  highest  esteem. 

The  deceased  was  a  man  of  line  abilities,  strong  convictions  and  ener- 
gy of  character.  He  was  very  public  spirited  and  took  an  active  part  in 
all  that  atlectcd  the  welfare  of  the  community.  While  of  a  retiring  dis- 
position and  preferring  the  quiet  of  private  life  to  the  cares  of  public 
station,  he  was  not  a  man  to  shirk  public  duly,  and  when  called  upon 
by  his  fellow  citizens  to  serve  them  in  olllcial  capacity  he  never  failed 
to  render  al>le  and  ellicient  service.     ^Ir.  Stetson  was  a  nuin  of  remark- 
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able  purity  of  character,  of  the  highest  integrity,  whose  word  was  ever 
as  good  as  his  bond,  and  whose  sympathies  were  always  responsive 
to  every  good  cause.  In  all  public  matters  he  was  broad  and 
liberal,  and  in  private  life  his  benovolence  was  a  household  word.  Of 
c^uiet  and  unassuming  manners,  he  was  earnest  and  decided  in  his  views, 
and,  before  he  was  prostrated  by  sickness,  brought  great  energy  of  pur- 
pose to  bear  ui)on  any  object  that  enlisted  his  interest.  In  the  death 
of  Mr.  Stetson  our  city  loses  one  of  its  most  esteemed  and  honored  citi- 
zens, and  the  whole  comuuuiity  will  share  the  grief  which  has  fallen 
upon  the  bereaved  family. 

RESOLUTIONS 

PASSED    AT    THE    ANNUAL    MEETING    OF    FIRST    NATIONAL    liANK, 

January  11.  IS  SI. 

The  following  resolutions  were  presented  by  Mr.  F.  M.  Sabine  and 
unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Hon.  Isaiah  Stetson  since  our  last 
annual  meeting  we,  as  Directors  and  Stockholders,  and  as  citizens  and 
personal  friends,  have  sustained  a  severe  loss. 

Resolved,  That  as  a  mark  of  our  appeciation  of  his  intelligent  and 
faithful  services  as  one  of  the  directors  of  this  bank  from  its  organiza- 
tion to  his  death,  also  as  one  of  our  most  useful  and  justly  honored  citi- 
zens, we  direct  that  these  resolutions  be  placed  on  our  records  and  that 
a  copy  be  furnished  for  publication,  and  one  be  sent  to  the  family  of 
the  deceased. 

Presentation  of  Colors  to   the  2d    Maine    REOniENT    by  the  City 

OF  Bangor. 

City  of  Bangor,  ] 

Mayor's  Office,  Nov.  19,  1.SG2.  | 

Dear  Sir  :  The  City  of  Bangor  has  heard  with  pride  and  unalloyed 
satisfaction  of  the  uniform  bravery  and  gallantry  which  have  been  dis- 
played by  the  olllcers  and  soldiers  of  the  2d  Elaine  Regiment,  and  which 
have  reflected  great  credit,  alike  upon  the  regiment  and  upon  Bangor, 
the  valley  of  the  Penobscot  and  the  State  they  have  so  worthily  repre- 
sented. Desiring  to  manifest  to  your  regiment  the  high  appreciation  of 
its  faithful  and  important  services,  the  City  Council  of  Bangor  have  di- 
rected me  to  present  to  the   regiment  a  stand  of  colors,  which  I  have 
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forwarded  herewith,  and  which  I  desire  you  to  present  to  5'our  regiment 
in  the  name  of  the  city. 

This  presentation  has  been  somewhat  delayed  tliat  we  might  cause  to 
be  placed  on  the  colors  the  names  of  the  battle  fields  on  which  your 
regiment  particularly  distinguished  itself,  and  which,  by  order  of  the 
commander  of  your  division,  you  are  entitled  to  bear  npon  your  regi- 
mental colors.  Their  number  and  importance  indicate  upon  how  many 
bloody  fields  you  have  earned  the  respect  and  gratitude  of  your  country- 
men. This  new  standard  will  take  the  place  of  the  two  war-worn  and 
tattered  flags  which  have  been  borne  by  your  regiment  in  so  many  san- 
guinary conflicts,  and  which  have  been  presented  to  the  city,  to  be  pre- 
served as  its  most  valued  treasure. 

We  trust  the  new  colors  will  remind  your  regiment  of  the  hosts  of 
friends  it  has  left  at  home,  who  are  watching  its  movements  with  the 
greatest  interest,  and  whose  warmest  wishes  and  most  fervent  prayers 
go  forth  for  its  preservation.  I  doubt  not  this  flag,  like  its  honored  pre- 
decessors, will  witness  the  gallantry  and  determination  of  your  regi- 
ment, and  I  trust,  at  no  distant  day,  it  may  also  witness  the  restoration 
of  peace  to  our  now  distracted  country,  with  the  Union  restored,  and 
the  government  everywhere  respected  and  obeyed. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

Isaiah  Stetson. 
Lieut.-Col.  George  Varney,  commanding  Second  Maine  Kegiment  Volunteers. 

Extracts  from  Isaiah  Stetson's  Inaugural  Address  as  ]Mayor  of  the 

City  of  Bangor,  March  17,  18G2  : 
Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

We  have  assumed  our  official  duties  at  a  time  when  the  responsibili- 
ties under  which  they  place  us  are  somewhat  increased  by  the  unexam- 
pled condition  of  the  country.  Ambitious  and  unprincipled  men,  for 
the  purpose  of  extending  and  perpetuating  an  institution  abhorrent  to 
our  every  idea  of  justice  and  humanity,  have  taken  arms,  with  the  avowed 
design  of  overthrowing  the  Union  and  the  Constitution  ;  and  our  duty, 
as  the  municipal  authorities  of  this  City,  no  less  than  as  citizens  of  the 
Great  Republic,  is  to  give  that  Government,  to  whicii  we  owe  so  much, 
all  the  aid  and  assistance  it  may  be  in  our  power  to  afford.  Our  people 
are,  fortunately,  united  in  the  sentiment  that  this  unholy  rebellion  is  to 
be  crushed  out,  at  whatever  sacrifice  of  blood  or  treasure  ;  and,  trusting 
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in  that  overruling  Providence  under  whose  protecting  guidance  our 
Government  was  established,  we  ciinnot  doubt  that  ere  long  we  shall  re- 
joice in  States  re-united,  and  a  people,  in  every  portion  of  our  extended 
domain,  obedient  to  the  Constitution  and  the  Laws. 

I  think  it  a  cause  of  sincere  congratulation  that  our  city  has  not,  to  say 
the  least,  exhibited  less  zeal  in  this  patriotic  cause  than  other  munici- 
palities. At  the  first  call,  several  companies  of  brave  men  were  enlisted 
here,  and  the  gallant  Second  licgiment,  the  first  to  leave  the  State,  and 
which  has  retlected  no  slight  honor  upon  it,  was  raised  in  Bangor  and 
in  the  valley  of  the  Penobscot.  We  have  continued  to  answer  the  calls 
for  volunteers,  until  we  have  sent  more  than  one-fifth  of  our  male  pop- 
ulation between  1>S  and  40  years  of  age,  to  battle  for  "the  Union  and 
the  Enforcement  of  the  Laws."  A  portion  of  our  patriotic  citizens  sub- 
scribed in  April  last  about  812.000  to  aid  the  destitute  families  of  those 
who  might  enlist ;  a  [)art  only  of  this  amount  was  collected  and  disbursed, 
as  the  City  Council,  as  soon  as  authority  was  granted  by  an  act  of  the 
Legislature,  ordered  aid  to  be  furnished  from  the  City  Treasury  to  such 
families,  who  resided  in  the  city  at  the  time  of  the  soldiers'  enlistment. 
The  wants  of  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  have  also  been  remembered 
and  relieved  by  the  patriotic  and  devoted  zeal  of  the  ladies  of  our  city, 
who  have  vied  with  each  other  in  this  work  of  Christian  charity. 

Our  citizens  indignantly  stamped  out  the  first  spark  of  treason  which 
was  here  manifested,  and  the  City  of  Bangor,  at  the  election  in  Sep- 
tember last  cast  but  31  votes,  out  of  1992  here  thrown,  for  the  self- 
styled  "Peace"  party — and  those  we  should  reluctantly  class  as  disloyal 
votes. 

Whilst  we  may  contemplate  with  an  honest  pride  the  aid  which  we 
have  already  furnished,  we  should  realize  that  our  labors  are  only  half 
accomplished.  Other  sacrifices  will  be  required  of  us,  which  I  trust  we 
shall  as  willingly  make.  jNIeans  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war  to  a  suc- 
cessful termination  must  be  obtained.  We  must  not  expect  our  share 
of  this  burden  will  be  a  light  one,  and  I  doubt  not  our  citizens  will 
cheerfully  respond  to  all  necessary  taxation  ;  but  in  doing  this,  they  will 
demand  that  in  every  department  of  Government  all  unnecessary  otlices 
and  expenditures  be  abolished.  In  view  of  the  extraordinary  demands 
that  will  be  made  upon  us  by  the  State  and  Federal  governments,  in  ad- 
dition to  our  ordinary  requirements,  I  recommend  that  you  institute  a 
close  scrutiny  into  every  department  of  our  municipal  affairs. 

I  cannot  close  this  somewhat  too  lengthy  Address  without  expressing 
my  high  appreciation  of  the  honor  my  fellow  citizens  have  conferred  up- 
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on  me  by  placing  lue  for  the  fourth  time  at  the  head  of  the  ^Municipal 
Government  of  this  City.  Sincere  in  the  wish  and  determination  not 
again  to  be  a  candidate  for  re-election,  I  have  been  made  to  believe 
that  no  small  portion  of  my  fellow  citizens  have  brought  themselves  to 
think  that  the  experience  I  have  had  in  our  municipal  affairs  would,  at 
this  time,  be  of  some  importance  to  the  City,  and,  without  claiming  any 
extraordinary  degree  of  patriotism,  I  have  been  led  to  conclude  that  no 
one,  however  humble,  ought,  in  these  times,  to  refuse  any  unmistakable 
call  that  may  be  made  for  his  services,  at  whatever  sacriflce  of  interest 
or  inclination. 

Having  accepted  the  position  that  has  been  assigned  me,  I  trust  that 
no  earnest  endeavor  will  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  prove  that  the  gen- 
erous confidence  of  my  fellow-citizens  has  not  been  wholly  misplaced. 


JOHN   STETSON, 


(6)  John  Stetson,  son  of  Thomas,  (1)  born  at  West  Hampden  April 
4,  1825,  and  married  Mary  Ellen  Owen,  daughter  of  Phillip  Owen  of 
Brunswick,  Oct.  IG,  1856,  and  has  two  children. 

For  many  years  a  merchant  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  has  taken  a  promi- 
nent part  in  the  passage  of  a  National  Bankrupt  Law. 

Resides  at  Newton,  Mass.  Received  his  education  at  Hampden 
Academy. 

He  went  to  Boston  at  about  the  age  of  17,  and  for  a  time  found  em- 
ployment in  his  uncle's  store,  afterwards  was  a  member  at  different 
times  of  firms  engaged  in  the  wholesale  dry  goods  business,  While 
quite  a  young  man  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Mercantile  Asso- 
ciation of  Boston — a  prominent  merchants  institution,  in  those  days. 
The  election  of  so  young  a  man  to  such  a  position  was  considered 
a  great  honor. 

His  children  are — 

(18)  Warren,  born  October  IG,  1858. 

(19)  Frank  Owen,  born  March  13,  18GG. 


JAMES  W.  STETSON. 


(7)  James  W.  Stetson,  son  of  Thomas,  (1)  born  at  West  Hampden 
March  14,  1829,  and  married  Mary  Sopia  Jones,  at  Stockton,  Cal., 
June  11,  1857,  and  had  four  children. 

After  graduating  from  Hampden  Academy  he  went  to  Bangor  and 
was  employed  for  some  years  by  his  uncles  George  and  Isaiah  in  their 
wholesale   store. 

During  the  fall  of  1849  he  left  for  California  and  arrived  there  in  Feb. 
or  March,  1850.  He  went  directly  to  the  mines,  where  he  labored  with 
varying  success  for  about  three  years.  After  that  he  engaged  in 
freighting  to  the  mines  for  about  two  years.  Leaving  this,  he  entered 
upon  480  acres  of  government  land  and  continued  farming  until  his 
death,  March  29,  1878. 

His  homestead  was  in  San  .Toaquin  County,  Cal.,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  possessed  of  a  large  number  of  acres  of  land  in  different 
counties  of  California. 

He  never  had  any  political  aspirations,  though  often  requested  to  accept 
such  honors.  He  voted  for  President  Lincoln  for  his  first  term,  and 
ever  after  was  a  straightout  republican.  He  always  took  an  active  part 
in  religious  work  and  educational  matters. 

His  children  were — 

(20)  Charles  Munsou,  born  August  1,  1858. 

Thomas  Penneman,  born  May  15,  1860 ;  died  Aug  18,  1875. 
Lillian  White,  born  May  30,  1863. 

(21)  Herbert  James,  born  July  20,  1866. 

Lillian  married  Edwin  Bloom  June  19, 1880,  and  has  one  child,  Chas.  E.  Bloora, 
January  27,  1889. 


SIMEON  STETSON. 


(8)  Simeon  Stetson,  son  of  Thomas,  (1)  born  at  West  Hampden 
April  17,  1832.  After  studying  a  few  years  at  Hampden  Academy,  be 
left  Hampden  in  November,  18.r2,  for  California,  and  arrived  in  San 
Francisco  March,  18")3 — 128  days  from  Boston — "'round  the  Horn." 

After  remaining  in  California  for  about  five  years  he  engaged  with 
his  brother  James  in  farming,  freighting  to  the  mines,  and  prospecting 
for  gold.  He  returned  to  Hampden  and  remained  one  year.  He  re- 
turned to  California  in  the  summer  of  1859,  and  in  the  spring  of  1860 
went  on  a  "prospecting"  tour,  crossing  the  Sierra  Nevada  mountains 
during  the  trip,  and  spent  the  summer  in  the  mining  region  of  Virginia 
City,  Nevada. 

In  the  spring  of  18G1  he  returned  to  California  in  poor  health,  which 
continued  for  nearly  three  years.  In  February,  1864,  he  again  came 
East  and  remained  five  years,  then  returned  to  California  where  he  has 
remained  to  the  present  time.  The  past  few  years  he  has  been  employed 
as  a  canvasser  for  a  publishing  house  in  San  Francisco.  He  has  never 
married  and  his  present  address  is  1109 — 24th  St.,  San  Francisco. 


STILLMAN  WHITE  STETSON. 


(9)  Stillman  White  Stetson,  son  of  Thomas,  (1)  horn  at  "West 
Hampden  and  ivceived  liis  education  at  Hampden  Academy.  At  an  early 
age  he  went  to  Boston,  and,  till  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
February  23,  1S81,  he  carried  on  a  large  commission  business.  He 
married  Josephine  Rebecca  Cutter,  daughter  of  Wm.  G.  Cutter,  by  whom 
he  had  no  children. 


REUBEN  K.  STETSON, 


(10)  Reuben  K.  Stetson,  son  of  Reuben,  (2)  born  at  Hampden  Dec. 
24,  1837,  and  was  educated  at  Hampden  Academy.  :\rarried  Clara 
Atwood  Hopkins,  daughter  of  Capt.  .Joshua  Hopkins,  of  Hampden,  Dec. 
13,  186.5,  and  has  three  children. 

In  October,  1870   he   moved  from   Hampden   to  Dickerson   County, 
Iowa,  and  in  October,  LS77,  moved  to  lilack  Hawk  County.     In  .Tunc, 
1888,    he    moved    to    Galesburg,    111.,    for   the    purpose  of    educating 
his  children  in  Knox  College.     Has  been  employed  for  a  num]:)er  of 
years  in  the  coach  shops  of  the  C,  1>.  &  (l.  R.  R.  Co.     He  writes  under 
date  of  .July  13.  1891,  that  he  is  in  hopes  of  moving  again  to  the   East 
after  the  children  are  educated,  "and  get  to  tlic  land  of  the  codfish  and 
baked  beans,  where  the   rocks  are  larger  and   the  mud  not  so   deep." 
His  present  address  is  314:  West  South  Street. 
His  children  are- 
Reuben  Kidder,  born  March  11,  1867. 
Frank  Bowler,  born  July  16,  1868 ;  died  April  8,  1882. 
Charlotte  Herrick,  born  June  7,  1872. 
Note — Reuben  graduates  this  June,  (l.'^l»2),  from  Knox  Colleire,  Galesburg,  111. 


CHARLES  P.  STETSON. 


(11)  Charles  P.  Stetson,  son  of  Charles,  (3)  born  at  Bangor  May 
24,  1835.  Married  Annie  H.  Sawyer,  of  Bangor,  May  24,  1875,  and 
has  one  child.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the  city  schools  of 
Bangor,  and  prepared  for  college  under  David  Worcester,  principal  of 
the  Bangor  high  school.  He  entered  Yale  College  in  1851  and  graduated 
with  honors  in  1855.  David  Worcester  once  said  of.  him  that  he  was 
one  of  the  best  scholars,  if  not  the  best  scholar  in  all  the  branches,  he 
ever  had  under  him.  He  studied  law  with  Rowe  &  Bartlett  and  was 
admitted  to  Penobscot  Bar  in  1857,  and  lias  practiced  since  at  Bangor. 
He  was  County  Attorney  for  Penobscot  County  from  1862  to  1874—12 
years — and  was  a  very  able  and  successful  officer.  He  is  a  director  in  the 
1st  National  and  Merchants  Banks,  and  other  important  corporations. 

From  the  history  of  Penobscot  County  the  following  extract  is  taken  : 

"Mr.  Stetson  has  a  high  standing  at  the  Bar  and  is  considered  one  of 

the  best  lawyers  in  the  state.     He  has  for  several  years  been  counsel  for 

the  E.  &  N.  A.  Ry.,  of  which   he   is    a  director,  and  is  employed  in 

many  of  the  most  important  litigation  cases." 

Has  one  child — 

Charles,  born  July  24,  1878. 
Resides  at  Bangor,  in  the  old  family  homestead. 


FRANKLIN  STETSON. 


(12)  Franklin,  son  of  Charles,  (3)  born  at  Bangor  Dec.  11,  1850, 
and  married  Annie  II.  Niebuhr,  of  Bangor,  Dec.  5,  1877,  and  has  three 
children.     He  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Bangor. 
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In  1869  he  went  West  and  spent  two  years  in  the  lumber  regions  of 
"Wisconsin,  to  get  a  practical  knowledge  of  lumbering  in  all  its  branches. 

In  1873  formed  a  partnership  with  \Vm.  B.  Hayford,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Hayford  &  Stetson,  and  carried  on  a  lumber  manufacturing 
business  at  Bangor.  In  1879  the  firm  purchased  a  large  lumber  mill  at 
St.  John,  N.  B.,  and  a  large  amount  of  timberland  on  tiie  8t.  John 
river,  and  he  went  to  St.  John  with  his  family  to  look  after  tlie  firm's 
interests  there.  After  Mr.  Hay  ford's  death  he  continued  in  business 
for  one  year  on  his  own  account,  and  in  1889  formed  a  partnership  with 
John  L.  Cutler  and  sons,  under  the  firm  name  of  Stetson,  Cutler  &  Co. 

The  firm  are  large  manufacturers  of  lumber  and  lime  at  Indiantown, 
St.  John,  N.  B.,  and  have  ollices  at  St.  John,  Boston  and  Bangor. 
His  children  arc — 

Henry  Niebuhr,  born  June  17,  1880, 
Mellen  Pierce,  born  September  20,  1881. 
Frances  Hale,  born  July  17,  1883. 

Resides  at  St.  John,  N.  B.  The  only  "BIuc-Nose"  in  the  whole 
family. 


HAY  WARD    STETSON. 


(13)  Hayward,  son  of  Charles,  (3)  born  at  Bangor  May  30,  1857, 
and  has  not  married.  His  early  education  was  received  at  the  pu})lic 
schools  of  Bangor,  and  in  1873  he  went  for  two  years  to  Phillips  Exeter 
Academy  to  complete  his  studies  for  college. 

In  1875  he  was  admitted  to  Harvard  College  and  graduated  in  1879. 
After  one  year  of  study  at  the  Medical  school  of  the  college  he  completed 
his  professional  studies  in  Germany,  with  one  year  at  Vienna.  On  his 
return  he  decided  not  to  enter  into  the  active  practice  of  his  profession. 
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Some  few  years  ngo  he  purchased  a  large  lot  of  land  at  Hoinosassa, 
Florida,  built  a  house  and  has  a  large  orange  grove,  where  he  spei:  Is 
part  of  his  time.     He  resides  with  his  motlier  at  Bangor. 


GEORGE  H.  STETSON. 


(14)  George-  Hamlin,  son  of  George,  (4)  born  at  Bangor  Nov.  1"', 
1846,  and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Bangor  and  liie 
Highland  IMilitary  Academy  of  Worcester,  INIass. 

He  married  Nettie  Aims  \A  iKinjw.  in  l^iTu,  and  has  three  childrcu. 
His  father  gave  him  a  large  farm  in  Keuduskeag  and  there  he  has  spout 
the  greater  part  of  his  life. 

His  children  are — 

Nellie  Mabel,  born  April  5,  187.1. 
George  Frederick,  born  Dec.  14,  1874. 
Eugene  Henry,  born  June  10,  1881. 


EDWARD  STETSON. 


(15)  Edward  Stetson,  son  of  George,  (4)  born  at  Bangor,  June 
22,  1854,  and  married  Edith  11.  Lobdell,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  April  17, 
1879,  and  has  one  son. 

After  some  years  of  study  in  the  Bangor  schools,  he  went  to  Phillips 
Exeter  Academy,  in  18G9,  to  prepare  for  college.  In  1872  he  was 
admitted  to  Harvard  College,  and  graduated  in  187G,  and  then  entered 
the  Harvard  Law  School. 
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In  1879  he  was  admitted  to  the  Penobscot  Bar  and  practiced  his 
profession  as  a  lawyer  for  about  two  years,  wiien  he  gave  up  the  active 
practice  of  the  law  and  entered  his  fatlier's  otiice  to  assist  him  in  his 
business  cares. 

In  1887  he  was  elected  vice-president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Bangor  and  on  the  death  of  his  father,  in  June,  1891,  was  elected 
president. 

He  was  councilman  from  Ward  5  for  two  years — 1887  and  1888 — 
and  alderman  in  l8cS'j. 

For  a  number  of  years  he  has  held  the  olTice  of  treasurer  of  the 
Bangor  Bridge  Co.,  and  at  present  is  treasurer  of  the  Bangor  &  Aroos- 
took R.  R.  Co.,  and  director  in  the  Merchants  Insurance  Co.,  of 
Bangor. 

In  1880  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  r  rother,  Isaiah,  under  the 
firm  name  of  E.  &  I.  K.  Stetson,  and  they  carry  on  a  large  wholesale 
business  in  ice  and  are  the  owners  of  a  ship  yird  and  marine  railways. 

His  child  is — 

Clarence  Cutting,  born  March  11,  lc^4. 


ISAIAH  K.  STETSON. 


(16)  Isaiah  Kidder,  son  of  George,  (4)  '.'Orn  at  Bangor,  April  3, 
1858,  and  married  Clara  C.  Sawyer,  November  -Oth,  1882,  and  has  three 
children.  He  went  to  Phillips  Andover  Acad  lOay  in  1874,  after  enter- 
ing the  High  School  of  Bangor,  to  prepare  f .  r  college,  and  graduated 
from  Yale  College,  scientific  department,  in  1-79. 

In  1880  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother,  Edward,  under  the 
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firm  name  of  E.  &  I.  K.  Stetson,  and  they  carry  on  an  extensive 
wholesale  ice  business  and  are  ship  builders,  being  the  owners  of  a 
ship  yard  and  marine  railways.  He  is  a  director  in  the  First  National 
Bank  and  Union  Insurance  Co.  and  treasurer  of  the  Hampden  Acad- 
emy. 

His  children  are — 

Ruth  Wolcott,  born  July  22,  18H4. 
Irving  Gay,  born  November  23,  1885. 
Roger  Hamlin,  born  June  16,  1881). 


HENRY  C,   STETSON. 


(17)  Henry  Crosby,  sou  of  Isaiah,  (5)  born  at  Bangor,  February 
1,  1869,  and  after  some  years  of  study  in  Bangor  and  at  Phillips  Au- 
dover  Academy  entered  Yale  College,  in  1889,  and  is  at  present  a 
student  at  that  college. 


WARREN  STETSON. 


(18)  Warren,  son  of  John,  (6)  born  at  Boston,  Mass.,  October  16, 
1858  and  was  educated  in  the  Newton,  Mass.,  High  School.  At  pres- 
ent engaged  in  the  wool  business  in  Boston. 

Married  Fannie  Boweu,  daughter  of  George  H.  Green  of  Boston, 
June  6,  1888. 

Has  no  children. 
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FRANK  0.  STETSON. 


(19)  Frank  Owen,  son  of  John,  ('>)  born  :Maich  13,  18G6,  at  Bos- 
ton, Mass.  Graduated  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 
in  June,  1888,  in  the  department  of  chemistry. 

At  the  present  time  is  chemist  to  the  ISalera  Furnace  Co.,  Salem,  V'a. 


CHARLES  M.   STETSON. 


(20)  Charles  Munson,  son  of  James,  (7)  born  at  Stockton,  Cal., 
August  1,  1858,  and  married  Mary  Lee  Hudelaon,  April  11,  1880,  and 
has  three  children. 

He  graduated  from  the  University  of  California  in  1878,  and  his 
father  having  died  that  year,  he  assumed  the  management  of  his  large 
farm  and  was  appointed  administrator  of  the  estate  at  the  age  of  21. 
He  was  very  successful  in  the  management  of  the  estate. 

Has  been  a  school  trustee  since  1880  and  for  the  last  three  years  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education  of  the  city  of  San  Diego. 

In  1876  was  a  candidate  for  the  assembly  from  Stanislaus  County  on 
Republican  ticket,  in  a  strong  Democratic  county,  and  was  defeated. 

In  January,  1877,  he  moved  to  San  Diego  and  invested  in  real  estate 
and  lost  all  his  property  and  in  January,  l^'Jl,  took  up  the  business  of 
collector,  at  which  he  has  been  quite  successful. 

His  children  are — 

Ethel  Mary,  born  March  IH,  1881. 
Mabel  Grace,  born  January  18,  1884. 
Charles  Melvin,  born  August  28,  1885. 
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HERBEET  J.  STETSON. 


(21)  Herbert  James,  son  of  James,  (7)  born  at  Stockton,  Cal., 
July  20,  ISGG,  and  married  Hattie  Maurice  at  San  Diego,  November  10, 
1887,  and  has  one  daughter. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  the  San  Jose,  Cal.,  Higli  Scliool  and  Business 
College  and  at  present  is  a  successful  real  estate  speculator.  Resides 
at  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

His  daughter  is — 

Pearl  Maurice,  born  Septeml)er  "23,  1891. 


pGfPt    II, 


31   (Bcncalo^ical  f^lcc^r^   of   the   ^otrcfloino    yaflc^. 


For  convenience  in  referring  tlie  same  numbers  are  used  as  in  Part  I.,  and 
where  the  son  did  not  marry,  or,  marrying,  had  no  children,  these  I  have  omit- 
ted to  carry  forward. 

Have  also  left  a  few  blank  pages  where  the  growth  of  the  family  can  be  re- 
corded, if  desired. 


Genealogical  Record. 


Simeon  Stetson. 

1  Thomas  P., bom  Feb.  1,  1797  ;  died  March  18,  1868. 

2  Reuben  K., bom  Oct.  8,  1798  ;  died  July  7,  1864. 

Ann  K., bom  Feb.  25,  1800 ;  died  Sept.  10, 1879. 

3  Charles,    born  Nov.  2,  1801;  died  March  27,1883. 

4  George, born  Jan.  25,  1807;  died  June  15,  1891. 

5  Isaiah, , born  Feb.  6,  1812;  died  June  30,  1880. 

(i)  Thomas  P.  Stetson. 

6  John, born  April  4,  1825. 

7  James  W.,  bornMarch  14, 1829  ;died  Mch.  29, 1878. 

8  Simeon, .....born  April  17,  1832. 

9  Stillman  W., born  Dec,  24,  1837;  died  Feb.  23, 1881. 

(2)  Reuben  K.  Stetson. 

10  Reuben  K., born  December  24,  1837. 

Charlotte  H born  November  22,  1839. 

Elizabeth  K.,  born  April  4,  1842. 

Henry,    born  April  10,  1845;  died  Jan.  2,  1846. 

^3)  Charles  Stetson. 

11  Charles  p.,  born  May  24,  1835. 

Emily, born  November  28,  1837. 

Anna  M.,  born  May  28,  1839. 

Amasa,  born  July  28,  1841  ;  died  July,  1842. 

Caroline, born  May  30,  1843. 

Frances,  born  January  4,  1847. 

Frederick, born  Dec.  30, 1848  ;  died  June  16,  1850. 

12  Franklin, born  December  11,  1850. 

Ada  P., bornMarch31, 1853  ;died  Aug.  27, 1884. 

13  Hayward,  born  jMay  30,  1857. 
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(4)  George  Stetson 

14  George  H., ...born  November  15,  lH4fi. 

15  Edward,  born  June  22,  1.S54. 

16  Isaiah  K., born  April  3,  1«5>!. 

Mary  A., born  Ai)ril  24,  18(J0. 

(5)  Isaiah  Stetson. 

17  Heury  C,  born  February  1,  ISGD. 

Eliza  G ! born  An^rust  27,  1870. 

Louise  F., born  October  5,  1872. 

(6)  JOHN    STETSON,  son  of  Thomas  (1). 

18  Warren, born  October  IG,  1858. 

19  Frank  O.,  born  March  13,  186G. 

(7)  JAMES   W.  STETSON,  son  of  Thomas  (1). 

20  Charles  M born  August  1,  1.S58. 

Thomas  P., born  May  15,  I860;  died  Aug.  LS,  1875. 

Lillian  W.,  born  May  30,  18G3. 

21  Herbert  J.,  born  July  20,  18G6. 

(10)  EEUBEN   K.    STETSON,  son  of  Reuben  (2). 

22  Reuben  K., born  March  11,  1867. 

Frank  B.,  born  July  :g,  18G8  ;  died  April  8,  1882. 

Charlotte  H born  June  7,  Ls72. 

(11)  CHARLES   P.    STETSON,  son  of  Charles  (3). 

23  Charles, born  July  24,  1878. 
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(12)  FPtANKLIN  STETSON,  soa  of  Charles  (3). 

24  Henry  N., born  June  17,  1880. 

25  Mellen  P born  September  25,  1881. 

Frances  H., born  July  17,  1883. 


(14)  GEORGE   H.    STETSON,  son  of   George  (4). 

Nellie  M., born  April  5,  1873. 

26  George  V.,  born  December  14,  1874. 

27  Eugene  H., born  June  10,  1881. 


(15)  EDWARD    STETSON,  soil  of  George  (4). 

28  Clarence  C, born  March  11,  1884. 

(16)  ISAIAH  K.    STETSON,  son  of  George  (4). 

Kuth  W., born  July  22,  1884. 

29  Irving  G., born  November  23,  1885. 

30  Roger  H., born  June  16,  1889. 

(20)  CHARLES   M.    STETSON,  son  of  James  (7). 

Ethel  M.,  born  March  18,  1881. 

Mabel  G., born  January  18,  1884. 

31  Charles  M., born  August  28,  1885. 

(21)  HERBERT  J.    STETSON,  sou  of  James  (7). 
Pearl  M.,  born  September  23,  1890. 


papt  III 


A  COLLECTION  OF  A  VKW  LETFEUS  AND  DOCUMENTS  FOUND  AMONG  SOME  OLD 
PAPERS  OF  SIMEON  STETSON. 


Letters,  Documents,  &c. 

Letter  from  Wllliani  Barry,  icho  marrinl  Eatlicr  Stetson,  sinter  of  Simeon. 

Boston,  September  2G,  1830. 

Dear  Brother :  We  have  been  expectuig  to  see  you  for  more  than  a 
year  past,  but  have  not  had  that  pleasure  yet.  We  were  casually  in- 
formed not  long  since  that  Reuben's  wife  was  very  sick,  that  she  was 
considered  to  be  in  consumption  of  the  (quickest  kind,  which  alarmed 
us  much.  We  are  desirous,  as  we  have  given  up  the  idea  of  seeing  you 
this  season,  if  we  ever  do  again,  to  hear  how  you  all  do  and  par- 
ticularly lieuben's  wife. 

I  visited  Randolph  Stoughton  for  a  day  or  two  this  summer. 

Our  Franklin  is  at  a  boarding  school  at  Stoughton,  al)out  half  a  mile 
from  brother  Peter's.  We  found  Peter  and  his  family  all  well,  also 
Mr.  Clark's  family,  who  married  Mary  S.,  dauglitcr  of  your  late 
brother  Samuel.  Tlioy  are  all  doing  well,  as  they  informed  me.  They 
have  five  children,  all  daughters.  One  of  them  is  now  grown  up  and 
on  a  visit  to  ray  family.  Quite  a  likely,  industrious,  well  behaved  set 
of  children. 

Sister  Sarah  remains  about  the  same,  rather  bewildered.  Her  phy- 
sician, we  are  informed,  gave  her  so  much  opium  to  relieve  her  from 
pain,  that  she  has  become  so  addicted  to  it  that  she  cannot  leave  it  off. 
Wc  fear  she  will  not  be  able  to  stay  with  us  much  longer.  Brother 
Jonathan  and  wife  and  family  were  well  last  August. 

Your  brother  Amasa,  I  suppose,  you  see  oftener  than  I  do,  and 
therefore  need  no  information  from  us  respecting  him.  The  last  time 
I  saw  him  he  appeared  to  be  in  good  health,  but  looked  rather  care- 
worn. 

My  sons,  Charles  and  George,  arc  at  'Alton  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 
Charles  is  in  business  there  and  George  is  assisting  him.  .John  and  a 
young  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Flagg  are  now  on  their  way  to  Alton 
with  the  intention  of  settling  there,  if  they  find  the  place  and  the  ac- 
commodation for  carrying  on  their  business  satisfactory,  and  if  so,  they 
will  take  Sarah  on  with  them  next  spring. 

There  is  some  prospect  that  Rebecca  may  also  go  on  nest  year  and 
possibly  Adalinc.     So  you  see  1  shall   be  left  almost  alone.     I  shall 
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have  only  William  and  Henry  left  behind.  We  have  pretty  much  made 
np  our  minds  that  if  they  all  go  on  tliat  we  shall  go  also. 

I  have  been  obliged  to  leave  tlie  store  I  have  occupied  for  the  last 
six  years,  and  find  the  rents  so  high,  provisions  so  dear,  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  stem  the  tide  against  these  rises  while  the  article  I 
deal  in  is  lessening  in  value  in  poiportion  as  other  things  rise.  I  have 
been  expecting  that  some  change  for  the  better  would  take  place,  but 
have  given  up  all  hope  now  of  getting  a  living  by  my  business.  So  we 
have  concluded  that  if  our  children  all  go  on  but  one  or  two,  it  will  be 
best  for  us  to  go  on  with  them  and  trust  to  Providence  to  bless  us  in 
our  undertaking. 

We  are  sure  of  one  thing,  that  let  us  go  where  we  will,  or  turn  our 
hands  to  what  we  will,  we  cannot  do  worse. 

The  fact  is,  we  have  to  pay  nearly  all  we  can  get  as  profits  in 
our  business  to  our  landlords.  I  have  something  now  above  board, 
just  enough  to  do  a  small,  snug  business  with,  but  if  with  the  use  of 
that,  together  with  my  constant  attendance  upon  business  from  sunrise 
in  the  morning  until  nine  o'clock  at  night,  and  the  aid  of  my  wife  and 
four  daughters  in  making  caps,  capes,  gloves,  etc.,  we  cannot  get  a 
living  here,  what  else  can  we  do  but  to  go  somewhere  where  the  pros- 
pect is  better  ? 

You  will  excuse  me  for  writing  about  my  own  affairs,  but  as  we  may 
not  see  you  again,  and  being  too  far  off  to  hold  much,  if  any,  corres- 
pondence, I  thought  you  might  not  be  offended  before  we  go  to  have 
the  reason  for  quitting  the  place  of  our  nativity  for  a  far  distant  part 
of  our  country. 

Please  give  our  respects  to  your  lady,  to  your  daughter  and  husband, 
to  Reuben  and  wife  and  all  the  rest  of  your  sons  and  their  families,  and 
accept  for  them  and  yourself  our  continued  love  and  regards. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.   BARRY. 
To  Simeon  Stetson,  Esq. 

N.  B.  If  you  should  see  Charles,  tell  him  1  should  like  to  have 
him  get  me  that  debt  as  soon  as  possible.  He  told  my  sou  something 
about  it,  but  he  could  not  remember  what  it  was. 

W.  B. 


Letter  from  Sinteon  to  his  brother  Aiunsa. 

Hampdex,  February  5,  1811. 
Dear  Brother  :     Your  letter  of  12th  January  was  duly  received.     It 
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found  us  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  blessing  (health)  which  it  left  you 
and  our  friends  in  the  possession  of. 

I  drew  up  a  remonstrance  against  Rose's  petition  and  shall  send  it  to 
you  by  the  next  mail.  Mr.  Lapesh  was  at  my  house  last  evening  and 
told  me  Bangor  would  remonstrate  likewise. 

I  have  nothing  of  the  newest  kind  worth  your  notice.  Situated  as 
you  are  your  attention  is  attracted,  no  doubt,  to  things  of  more  im- 
portance than  the  ordinary  things  transpiring  in  this  dark  and  be- 
nighted corner  of  the  earth.  I  hope  you  will  exert  your  intlucnce  in 
support  of  our  remonstrance  and  petition  when  it  comes  before  tlie 
Legislature.  I  think  you  may  do  a  great  deal  as  you  are  acquainted 
with  many  members  of  the  court  from  different  parts  of  the  Common- 
wealth. It  is  a  subject  of  the  first  importance  to  this  country  and 
ought  to  be  urged  upon  the  court  as  such. 

I  was  talking  witli  S.  E.  D.,  Esquire,  a  few  days  since.  He  thinks 
the  Legislature  will  not  interfere  in  behalf  of  Rose,  but  that  the  State 
Deed  will  be  set  aside  in  some  instances  and  that  real  estate  will  not 
be  worth  defending  in  some  cases,  that  to  defend  a  lot  claimed  and 
prosecuted  in  our  courts  will  cost  from  400  to  oO<)  dollars,  and  was  ho 
interested  he  would  rather  compromise  with  the  claimant  and  pay  that 
sum  than  to  go  to  law  to  defend  it. 

The  lawyers  are  opposed  to  any  interference  by  the  Legislature  in 
behalf  of  the  settler,  declaring  it  unconstitutional  and  derogating  from 
the  judicial  authority.  The  object  of  their  pleading  is  obvious  to 
every  reflecting  mind.  Should  the  Supreme  Court  decide  in  favor  of 
the  original  settler  it  will  set  afloat  the  title  of  real  estate,  the  conse- 
quences of  which  will  produce  ruin  and  misery  to  the  country  (the 
virtuous,  industrious  citizen)  and  opulence  and  wealth  to  the  lawyer 
and  unprincipled,  overbearing  speculator. 

For  my  part,  I  cannot  see  the  impropriety  of  the  Legislature  passing 
a  resolve  ratifying  and  conferring  tlie  title  under  the  State  Deed.  I 
can't  but  flatter  myself  it  will  be  done. 

After  writing  the  foregoing  I  found  the  mail  was  gone  and  should  not 
be  able  to  send  until  the  next  mail  went.  1  now  inclose  tlie  remon- 
strance, having  obtained  the  signature  of  a  number  of  the  most  respect- 
able men  in  town  and  General  Crosby's  deposition,  taken  at  the  request 
of  ]Mr.  Lapesh,  a  copy  of  which  you  will  find  enclosed  for  your  perusal 
previous  to  the  court's  sitting  and  a  letter  directed  to  Thomas  Harris, 
Esq.     I  request  the  favor  of  your  handing  it  to  him  in  his  oHice. 

I  received  your  letter  by  last  mail  announcing  the  death  of  our  be- 
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loved  father.  i\[r.  Kidder  is  going  westward.  Our  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances are  all  well. 

Mrs.  Stetson  joins  with  me  in  love  to  you,  your  wife  and  all  our 
friends.     Our  love  you  will  present  to  them. 

It  will  be  always  a  pleasure  to  subscribe  myself  your  friend  and 
brother, 

S.  STETSON. 
To  A.    Stetson,  Esq. 


Letters  from  Amasa  Stetson  to  his  Brother  Simeon. 


Boston,  June  22,  1812. 
Dear  Brother:  It  can  no  longer  be  a  question  whether  we  are  in 
favor  of  war  or  not.  War  was  declared  by  the  Congress  cf  the  United 
States  on  the  17th  instant,  at  half- past  four  o'clock,  P.  M.  Of  that 
event  we  are  otlicially  informed,  and  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  man 
that  regards  the  welfare  and  independence  of  our  country,  to  afford  the 
government  his  firm  and  undivided  support,  and  to  call  on  all  men,  as 
they  regard  their  freedom  and  liberty,  to  rally  around  the  standard  of 
our  country  and  support  it,  as  well  against  internal  as  against  external 
enemies.     I  am  with  atlectiou  and  esteem 

Your  friend  and  brother, 

A.  STETSON. 
To  Simeon  Stetson. 


Dorchester,  October  25th,  1812. 
Dear  Brother :  Our  Republican  form  of  government  is  undergoing 
the  most  severe  test.  The  friends  to  monarchy  predicate  their  op- 
position to  Re[)ublicanism,  as  they  say,  upon  a  belief  that  there  is 
not  suflicient  energy  in  a  government  of  the  form  of  ours  to  preserve 
itself  in  days  of  peril  and  war,  and  that  there  is  not  intelligence  and 
virtue  sufficient  in  the  people  to  discover  the  machinations  of  the  de- 
praved and  to  maintain  their  rights  in  times  of  trial  and  interruption 
to  their  prosperity.  The  monarchists  appear  determined  to  verify 
their  predictions  at  this  critical  and  eventful  crisis  by  every  means  in 
their  power,  and  to  obtain  that  ascendancy  which  they  have  avowed 
their  determination  to  do  by  civil  commotion  and  rebellion,  and  though 
I  am  satisfied  the  authority  they  possess  in  this  State  was  obtained  by 
corruption  in  our  spring  elections,  beyond  that  ever  before  practised  in 
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this  country,  I  believe  we  are  to  witness  it  in  a  still  greater  degree  in 
the  approaching  elections  of  representatives  to  Congress  and  electors 
of  President  and  vice-Presidcnt  of  the  United  States ;  that  strife, 
falsehood,  frauds  and  coriuplions  will  be  attempted,  which  will  require 
all  the  vigilance,  zeal  and  activity  of  those  who  wish  to  maintain  their 
liberties,  the  lights  and  independence  of  their  country,  to  discover 
and  counteract  them. 

I  am  informed,  and  from  a  source  not  to  l^e  douI)ted,  that  De  AVitt 
Clinton  has  entered  into  league  with  commissioners  ap[)ointed  for  the 
purpose  on  the  part  of  the  Federalists  to  treat  witii  him,  in  which 
Clinton  has  solemnly  agreed,  in  case  the  Federalists  secure  his  election 
to  the  Presidency,  to  become  of  their  paity,  and  that  his  administration 
shall  be  such"  as  they  may  direct  in  all  cases.  Therefore,  should  they 
succeed,  we  must  ere  long  bid  adieu  to  our  freedom,  if  not  to  the  in- 
dependence of  our  beloved  country. 

It  therefore  becomes  every  man  to  rally  at  the  election  polls  as  he 
would  to  the  sui)port  of  his  country's  standard,  to  meet  and  rei)el  the 
army  of  an  invading  enemy.  The  rnotto  adoi)ted  by  the  Whigs  of  the 
Revolution  applies  at  the  present  time  wiih  peculiar  force,  "I'niled  we 
stand,  divided  we  fall."  ]May  that  kind  Providence  which  animated 
and  sustained  the  sages  and  iierocs  to  acquire  independence  inspire  us 
with  patriotism  to  maintain  and  preserve  the  blessed  inheritance  of 
our  fathers,  acquired  by  the  best  blood  of  our  country,  as  well  against 
the  machinations  of  internal  enemies  as  against  the  assaults  of  ex- 
ternal foes.     I  remain 

Your  friend  and  brother, 

A.  STETSON. 
To  Simeon  Stetson,  Esq. 


Major  Amasa  Stetson, 

UnoTHER  CF  Simeon  Stetson. 

[From  :i  painting  in  tho  possosnion  of  Wn^.  Charles  Sti'tt^on.] 


Letters  and  Documents— [Continued.] 


Boston,  May  17th,  1813. 

Dear  Brother:  We  have  been  a  loug  time  without  information  from 
you,  and  nothing  interesting  to  communicate  that  you  may  not  find  in 
the  newspapers.  The  intrigue,  corruption  and  gigantic  efforts  of  the 
friends  to  monarchy  and  Britain  produced  sucli  delusive  infatuation 
here  as  to  overcome  the  honest  simplicity  of  our  citizens  and  produced 
unfavorable  results  in  our  elections,  while  those  of  the  Middle,  South- 
ern and  AV'estern  States  have  proved  honorable  to  the  intelligence  and 
patriotism  of  their  electors,  and  propitious  to  our  common  country. 

The  achievements  of  our  little  navy  have  been  brilliant,  while  the 
army  operations  the  last  seasons  were  otherwise. 

The  present  canipaign  opens  well  and  will  prove  glorious  to  our 
arms  and  to  the  righteous  cause  in  which  we  arc  engaged.  Righteous, 
I  say,  because  just,  expedient  and  necessary.  What  are  causes  of  war? 
Life,  liberty,  property  and  religion.  Can  it  be  unjust  then  to  contend 
with  Britain  for  life,  liberty  and  property,  because  Governor  Strong  pro- 
claims "Britain  to  be  the  bulwark  of  the  religion  we  possess?"  Look 
South  and  West,  it  is  consoling  to  find  that  where  the  war  presses  hardest, 
patriotism  is  excited  and  unaminity  promoted  by  it,  and  the  partisans 
of  Britain  skulking  away,  as  did  the  torics  in  the  Eevolution. 

The  capture  of  York  by  General  Dearborn  is  of  great  importance. 
The  vessels  and  stores  the  British  are  deprived  of  leaves  us  decidedly 
superior  to  them  on  the  lake. 

In  the  embassy  to  llussia  we  have  grounds  to  hope,  from  the  medi- 
ation of  the  emperor  and  the  conciliatory  disposition  and  just  views  of 
our  administration  as  successful  issue  to  that  negotiation,  unless  the 
tide  of  events  the  war  in  that  quarter  is  producing,  enables  the  British 
to  change  the  disposition  of  Alexander.  We  shall,  however,  show  to 
the  world  and  to  our  deluded  fellow  citizens  the  real  disposition  of  our 
government  to  seize  on  every  opportunity  that  has  the  appearance  of 
success  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  when  peace  can  be  obtained  on  just 
terms. 

It  would  be  gratifying  to  hear  from  you  of  your  family's  welfare  and 
that  of  ^Ir.  Kidder's,  and  the  state  of  things  in  that  country,  more  es- 
pecially of  the  towns  of  Carmel  and  Stetson.     In  esteem  I  remain 

Your  friend  and  brother, 

A.  STETSON. 
To  Simeon  Stetson,  Esq.,  Ilampdcu,  INIe. 
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BosTOx,  September  22,  18  U. 

Dear  Brother:  Yesterday,  P^squirc  Gilinoro  called  upon  me  and  re- 
lieved us  from  the  anxiety  we  have  been  in  for  the  safety  of  your 
family  and  property,  since  the  shameful  surrender  of  that  river  to  the 
enemy,  by  assuring  me  that  you  and  yours  have,  in  a  great  degree,  es- 
caped the  vengeance  of  the  British.  Your  situation  is  yet  deplorable, 
as  the  submission  policy  seems  to  prevail  among  you  and  you  left  to 
the  mercy  of  a  barbarous  foe.  Is  there  not  intelligence  enough  in 
that  country  to  discover  the  treachery  of  the  leaders  of  the  sub- 
misssonmen,  and  patriotism  enough  to  drive  them  within  the  lines  of 
the  open  enemy,  or  to  compel  them  to  take  and  maintain  American 
ground?  Wliat  has  l)cen  done,  or  are  you  attempting  to  do  anything  to 
regain  your  indei)cndence? 

I  beg  you  to  inform  mo  in  every  particular  relating  to  your  sub- 
jugation, treatment  since,  and  attempts  making  for  your  restoration. 
Also  for  a  reply  to  my  letter  written  you  a  number  of  weeks  ago,  re- 
questing you  to  attend  to  business  of  mine  and  to  give  me  information 
relating  thereto.     In  great  haste,  I  am 

Affectionately,  your  brother, 

A.  STETSON. 
To  Simeon  Stetson,  Esq. 

Note — The  above  letter  will  recall  to  mind  the  great  "Hampden  Battle." 


^xxow   itU  |,ilcn   by  these    LTrescuta, 

That  the  Society  for  building  a  Congregational  meeting  house  in  the 
town  of  Hampden,  County  of  Penobscot  and  Siate  of  Elaine,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  sum  of  three  hundred  eighty-:: ve  dollars  to  them  paid 
by  Simeon  Stetson,  of  Hampden,  in  the  County  of  Penobscot  and  State 
of  Maine,  the  receipt  whereof  they  hereby  ao^nowledge,  have  given, 
granted,  sold  and  conveyed,  and  by  these  [  resents  do  give,  grant, 
sell  and  convey  unto  the  said  Simeon  Stetson,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
pews  numbered  thirty-one,  lifty-(ivo,  twcnty-=:ven  and  eight  in  the 
new  meeting  house  situate  in  said  Hampden,  and  on  the  land  conveyed 
to  the  First  Congregational  Church  and  sociery,  by  John  Crosby,  by 
his  deed  dated  the  twelfth  day  of  November.  A.  D.  1834,  and  re- 
corded in  the  Registry  of  Deeds  for  said  Coui^ty  of  Penobscot,  book 
61,  page  503. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  above  granted   pews  with  all  the  privileges 
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and  appurtenances  thereof    to  the  said  Simeon   Stetson,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  to  his  and  their  use  forever. 

In  witness  wliereof,  the  said  societj',  by  John  Crosby,  Jr.,  their 
agent,  hereunto  duly  authorized  by  a  vote  of  said  society,  at  a  meeting 
legally  holden  for  that  purpose  on  tlie  17th  day  of  December,  A.  D. 
1.S35,  have  hereunto  set  their  seal,  and  the  said  agent  hatli  hereunto 
signed  his  name  this  Ihirttetli  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five.  John  Cuosuy,  Ju. 

Signed,  Sealed  and  Delivered 
in  Presence  of 

Elias   DUDLEr. 

Penobscot,  SS. 

1835 — Then  the  above  named  John  Crosby  acknowledged  the 
above  to  be  the  deed  of  the  said  First  Congregational  Church  and  So- 
ciety. 

Before  me,  Joshua  Lane,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


^txotv   all   lilctt   by   these   yvcaenta, 

That  I,  Ebenezer  Trask,  an  agent  chosen  by  the  proprietors  of  the  new 
brick  Meeting  House,  erected  for  the  use  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
and  Society  in  Hampden,  the  minister  or  preacher  in  which  is  to  be  se- 
lected by  said  Church  forever,  to  make  sale  of  the  pews  in  said 
house,  and  pass  deeds  for  the  same,  in  consideration  of  eighty-seven 
dollars,  cents,  paid  by  Simeon  Stetson  of  said  Hampden,  gentleman, 
the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge,  do  hereby  give,  grant, 
sell  and  convey  unto  the  said  Stetson,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever, 
pew  numbered  XVII.  on  tiie  Iloor  of  said  meeting  house,  with  all  the 
privileges  thereunto  belonging. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  pew,  with  all  the  privileges,  to  the 
said  Stetson,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever.  And  I  do  covenant  with 
the  said  Stetson,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  that  I  am  duly  authorized  as  an 
agent,  as  aforesaid,  and  that  1  have  good  right  to  make  sale  of  said  pew  ; 
and  that  it  is  free  from  all  incumbrances,  and  that  I,  the  agent  as 
aforesaid,  will  warrant  and  defend  said  pew  against  the  lawful  claims 
and  demands  of  all  persons  claiming  by  or  under  me,  as  said  agent, 
as  aforesaid. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  the  said  agent,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
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seal,  this  sixth  day  of  February,  A.   D.  eighteen  iiundrcd    and  thirty- 
six.  EnEN.  Trask. 
Signed,  sealed  and  delivered, 

in  presence  of  Joshua  P.  Tiiask. 
JuDSON  Pool. 
Penobscot,  SS. 

February  9th,  l^'oC>.  Personally  appeared  the  above 
named  Ebenezer  Trask  and  acknowledged  the  above  instrument  to  be 
his  free  act  and  deed. 

Before  me,  Robert  Young,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


"We,  the  suliscribcrs,  being  a  Committee  apitointcd  by  the  board  of 
trustees  of  Hampden  Academy  for  the  purpose  of  finishing  the  hall  of 
the  sd.  Academy  for  the  use  of  public  worshi[);  and  whereas  Mr. 
Benj.  Crosby  of  sd.  Hampden,  has  undertaken  to  perform  the  sd.  ser- 
vice, and  having  now  completed  the  same  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  we, 
the  sd.  committee,  by  order  of  the  sd.  board  of  trustees,  and  at  the 
request  of  the  sd.  Benj.  Crosb}-,  do,  by  those  presents,  in  consider- 
ation of  thirteen  dollars  -^'\f^j  paid  by  Simeon  Stetson,  Esq.  to  the  sd. 
Benjamin,  lease  to  him,  the  sd.  Simeon  Stetson,  the  pew  in  the  sd.  hall. 
No.  23,  for  the  purpose  of  public  worship  for  the  term  of  twelve 
years  from  the  first  day  of  June  next.  He,  the  sd.  Simeon  Stetson,  to 
contribute  his  proportion  of  keeping  the  inside  of  the  sd.  hall  and  the 
portch  in  repair  during  the  time  aforesaid. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  this  fifth  day 
of  Dec,  1827.  M.  Kinsley,  ) 

hiosuY,  .Jr.,  ( 


John  Ci 
Andrew 
R.  K.  Stetson.  Joshua  Lane, 


Witness  :—Elias  Dudley.  Andrew  Grant,      f  <^'o'"'»iittee. 


©otnutcntiucrtltlt   of   Itlrtosacljiiscctts. 

To  all  Persons  unto  iclunn  these  Presents  shall  come:  GEEETING. 

Whereas,  in  and  by  a  law,  passed  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1811,  entitled  ''An  Act  to 
establish  the  Court  of  Sessions,"  it  is  enacted  that 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  September  next,  an 
act  made  and  passed  the  nineteenth  day  of  June  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eigiit  hundred  and 
nine,  entitled,  "An  Act  to  transfer  the  powers  and 
duties  of  the  Court   of    Sessions    to    the    Court   of    Common    Pleas, 
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and  for  other  purposes,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed : 
and  that  all  acts,  and  parts  of  acts  relative  to  the  Court  of 
Sessions  which  were  in  force  at  the  time  tiie  act  was  in  force,  which  is 
hereby  repealed,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  revived  from  and  after 
the  said  first  day  of  September  next.  And  whereas  in  and  by  said  act 
it  is  provided,  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Council,  be,  and  is  authorised  to  appoint  and 
commission  one  Chief  Justice,  and  not  exceeding  four,  nor  less  than 
two  other  persons  for  any  one  county,  who  shall  be  Justices  of  the 
same  Court,  in  their  respective  Counties. 

Now  therefore.  Know  Ye,  That  with  the  advice  of  Council,  We 
have  designated  and  ai)pointc(l,  and  by  these  Presents  do  designate 
and  appoint  Simeon  Stetson,  of  Hampden,  in  our  County  of  Hancock, 
Esquire,  being  one  of  our  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  said 
County,  to  be  third  associate  Justice  of  our  said  Court  of  Sessions 
within  and  for  our  said  County,  during  the  term  of  his  said  ofhce  of  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  ;  and  with  the  other  Justices,  designated  for 
liolding  said  Court,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  aforesaid,  or  the  major  part 
of  them,  for  the  time  being,  to  have  and  execute  all  the  powers,  and 
do  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  said  Court,  according  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

In  Testimony  whereof,  We  have  caused  our  Public  Seal  to  be  here- 
unto aflixed  : 

Witness,   His  Excellency   Elbridge  Gerry,  our  Governor  and   Com- 
mander in  Chief,  at  Uostox,  the  twenty-ninth   day  of  February,  A.  D. 
1812,  and   in  the   thirty-sixth  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 
By  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  \ 
with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  i 

Benjamin  Hojians, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


®onmtc»ntucaltlj   oi    liUtsaacljitactts. 

To  Simeon  Stetson,  E.^q.,  of  Ilarapdcn,  Countij  of  Penobscot:  GUEETISU. 

— -^  You,  with  any  other  person  in  the  County  of   Pc- 

\      nobscot,  duly  appointed  and  commissioned  ihurefoi-, 
^L        I    are  hereby  authorised  and  empowered  to  administer 
I     (and    receive    subscription    to)    the   Declaration    aiul 
^y       Oaths,  or  Atllrmations,  prescril)ed   by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  our  Commonwealth,  and   a  law  of  the  United 

CALEB  STIiOXO.    r..    ,  <,      .  .  ,  ,  ,  <•    *i        /^  •    ;i 

States  of  America,   to  each  and  every  of   the  Civil 
Officers  in  our  County  of  Penobscot  who  have  been,  or  hereafter  may 
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be  appointed  and  commissioned  by  our  Governor,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  our  Council ;  and  also  to  kucIi  persons  as  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  act  as  Deputy  Sheriffs  in  our  sal'l  County.  And  you  are  to 
make  return  of  your  doin^^s  herein  into  our  Secretary's  Oliice,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  in  all  ins-tances  after  you  shall  iiuve  executed  said  trust. 

In  Testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  our  Seal  to  be  hereunto 
affixed. 

Witness,  His  Hvcellency  Caleb  Strong,  i-:sq.,  our  Governor,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  our  Council.  Given  at  Boston,  the 
sixteenth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  in  the  fortieth  year  of  the  Independence  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

By  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

AlDEN   BUADFOIID, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


To  all  unto  lohom  th':se  Presents  shall  come:  GBEETING. 

©Know  Ye,  That  We  have  appointed,  constituted, 
and  assigned,  and  do,  by  these  Presents,  by  and  with 
the  Advice  and  Consent  of  the  Council,  appoint,  con- 
stitute and  assign  Simeon  Stetson  of  Hampden,  P2sq., 
to  be  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  and  within 
our  County  of  Hancock  for  the  term  of  seven  years ; 
JAMES  suLLivAX.  .^^  ^^^  ^j^^^j^  during  that  term,  behave  well  in  said 
office :  And  to  keep,  and  cause  to  be  kept,  the  Laws  and  Ordinances 
made  and  established  for  the  Conservation  of  the  Peace,  and  for  the 
Quiet,  Rule  and  Government  of  our  Citizens  or  Subjects  in  the  said 
County,  in  all  and  every  the  Articles  of  our  said  Laws  and  Ordinances, 
according  to  the  Form,  Force  and  Effect  of  the  same ;  and  in 
pursuance  thereof,  to  take  cognizance  of  all  such  offenses  as  may 
be  comm.itted  within  the  said  County;  aud  take  such  measures 
therein,  and  inflict  such  punishments  therefor,  as  may  be  legal,  lit,  and 
proper :  And  for  that  purpose,  in  a  due  course  of  Law,  to  cause  all 
such  offenders,  all  persons  guilty  of  assaults,  batteries,  thefts,  tres- 
passes, riots,  routs,  unlawful  assemblies,  threats,  attempts,  or  the 
higher  offences,  against  the  law  and  the  peace  of  the  Commonwealth, 
to  be  apprehended,  and  brought  before  him,  or  some  other  Justice  or 
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Justices  assigned  to  keep  the  Peace  within  the  said  County  ;  and  when 
before  him,  to  ti^  and  sentence  such  oiieuders,  or  to  compel  them  to 
find  sufficient  surety  for  their  keeping  of  the  Peace,  and  being  of  good 
behaviour,  or  for  their  appearance  at  a  Court  having  cognizance  of 
their  offence,  as  to  justice  and  law  shall  appertain  ;  and  in  case  of  a 
refusal  or  neglect  to  find  such  surety,  to  commit  such  person,  so  re- 
fusing, to  prison,  until  he  shall  find  the  same,  or  be  therefrom  dis- 
charged by  due  course  of  law.  And  the  said  Simeon  Stetson,  Esq.,  is 
authorized  and  empowered  to  do  and  perform  within  the  said  County  of 
Hancock  in  matters  of  civil  as  well  as  of  a  criminal  jurisdiction,  during 
said  term,  whatever  by  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  our  Government,  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  may,  can,  or  ought  to  do  and  perform  ;  and  also, 
with  other  Justices  of  the  Peace,  within  and  for  the  same  County,  ac- 
cording to  the  tenor  of  his  and  their  commission,  and  the  laws  and  or- 
dinances of  our  Government,  to  do  and  perform  whatever  he  and  they 
are  or  may  be  jointly,  by  law,  authorized  to  do  and  perform. 

In  Testimony  whereof,  We  have  caused  our  Public  Seal  to  be  here- 
unto affixed : 

Witness,  His  Excellency  James  Sullivan,  Esq.,  our  Governor  and 

Commander  in  Chief,  at  Piostou,  the  twenty-second  day  of   February, 

Anno  Domini  1S08,  and  in  the  32d  Year  of  the   ludependcnce  of  the 

United  States  of  America. 

By  His  Excellency's  command. 

JoNA.  L.  Austin,  Secretary. 


Deed  of  a  pew  from  the  heirs  of  Simeon  Stetson  to  Josiah  Kidder. 
Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  we,  Thos.  P.  Stetson,  Reuben 
K.  Stetson,  John  Crosby,  Jr.,  and  Ann  K.  Crosby,  wife  of  said  John,  in 
her  rights,  all  of  Hampden  in  the  County  of  Penobscot,  and  Charles 
Stetson,  George  Stetson  and  Isaiah  Stetson  of  Bangor  in  sd.  County, 
children  and  heirs  of  the  estate  of  Simeon  Stetson,  late  of  sd.  Hamp- 
den, deceased,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  seventy-five  dollars  to 
them  paid  by  Josiah  Kidder  of  sd.  Hampden,  Esquire,  the  receipts 
whereof  we  do  hereby  acknowledge,  have  given,  granted,  sold  and  con- 
veyed, and  do  by  these  presents  give,  grant,  sell  and  convey  unto  the 
sd.  Isaiah  Kidder,  Esquire,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  a  certain  pew,  num- 
bered thirty-one  in  the  meeting  house  situated  in  sd.  Hampden,  and  on 
the  land  conveyed  to  the  First  Congregational  Churcli  and  Society  by 
John  Crosby,  by  his  deed  dated  the  twelfth  day  of  November,  A.    D. 
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1834,  and  recorded  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds  for  sd.  County  of  Penob- 
scot, book  61,  page  503. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  above  granted  pew  -with  all  the  privileges 
and  appurtenances  thereof  to  the  sd.  Isaiah  Kiddder,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  to  his  and  their  use  forever,  and  meaning  to  convey  all  the 
right  the  sd.  deceased  had  unto  sd.  pew  tliirty-one  as  conveyed  to  him 
in  his  lifetime  by  deed  of  John  Crosby,  Jr.,  agent  for  sd.  society. 

In  witness  whereof  we  the  said  Thomas  P.,  Reuben  K.,.  John, 
Charles,  George  and  Isaiah  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals  this 
the  thirtieth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1838. 


They  had  a  way  in  the  olden  times  to  enforce  the  "Prohibition  Law," 
as  the  following  notice  would  indicate  : 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  residing  in  the 
town  of  Hampden  who  are  known  to  bo  addicted  to  the  intemperate  use 
of  ardent  spirits,  viz.  :  James  AVhite,  Benjamin  Sweet,  Benjaniin 
Higgins,  Daniel  Smith,  AVilliam  S.  Booker,  Samuel  Smitli,  William 
Seaman,  Jr.,  Samuel  Foster,  Solomon  Cuvel,  William  Whitmore, 
Smith  Doer,  Alfred  Seaman. 

And  you  are  not  to  furnish  in  any  manner  either  of  the  persons 
named  in  the  above  list,  any  wine,  spiritous  or  mixed  liquors,  a  part  of 
which  is  spiritous,  under  the  pains  and  penalties  of  the  law. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  Gth  day  of  July,  1831. 
To  Simeon  Stetson,  Esq.,  Merchant,  Hampden. 

Daniel  Emery,  ")  Selectmen 

BeNJ.   PoRTEU,      r  of 

Robert  Young,  )  Hampden. 


Apparently  some  one  had  been  caught  ni'i/nsi  doing  and  had  experi- 
enced a  change  of  heart,  caused  possibly  by  stress  of  circumstances, 
and  Simeon  evidently  let  him  off  easily,  as  the  following  confession 
would  indicate  : 

Be  it  known  to  all  people  to  whom  this  my  confession  and  ac- 
knowledges may  come  : 

That  I  do  heartily  and  sincerely  confess  and  acknowledge  that  I 
did  on  the  night  of  the  10th  day  of  February,  1808,  with  force,  break 
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open  the  store  of  Simeon  Stetson  of  Hampden  and  entered  the  same, 
and  from  thence  did  take  out  between  five  and  six  dollars  in  specie, 
the  property  of  the  said  Simeon,  and  converted  the  same  to  my  own 
use. 

For  said  crime  and  offense  I  do  humbly  ask  and  implore  the  for- 
giveness of  the  said  Simeon  Stetson  and  of  all  tlie  good  people  of  this 
Commonwealth,  believing  and  trusting  in  God,  who  is  able  to  forgive 
sins,  that  He  will  forgive  this  transgression  together  with  all  my  sins. 

In  witness  whereof  I  liave  iiereunto  set  my  band  this  the  7th  day  of 
March,  1809,  in  presence  of  William  George. 

John  Geouge. 


If  any  of  my  relatives  desire  to  ask  any  favors  of  Benjamin  Harri- 
son, President  of  the  United  States,  here  is  a  little  information  that 
may  assist  them,  as  the  granting  of  the  favors  can  be  urged  on  the  plea 
of  relationship. 

1.     Capt.  ANTHONY  CALLAMORE,  of  Scituate,  Mass. 


His  daughter, 

2.  Mary  Callamore, 

Married  Robert  Stetson,  of  Scituate; 

3.  Amos  Stetson,  son  of  above, 

Born  June  IS,  1703; 

4.  John  stetson,  son  of  above. 

Born  Oct.  27,  1731,  Randolph; 

5.  Shueon  Stetson,  sou  of  above, 

Bom  Oct.  20,  1770,  Hampden; 

6.  George  Stetson,  son  of  above. 

Born  Jan.  25,  lS(t7,  Bangor; 

7.  Isaiah  K.  Stetson,  sou  of  above. 


His  daughter, 

2.  Eliza])eth  Callamore, 
Married  Time.  Synmer»,  of  Scituate,  July,  1710; 

3.  Timothy  Syumes,  son  of  above, 

Born  May  27,1714; 

4.  John  C.  Synmes,  son  of  above, 

Born  July  10, 1742,  Cincinnati; 

5.  Anna  Synmes,  daughter  of  above, 

Born  July  25,  1775,  and  married  Wm.  Henry 
Harrison  Nov.  22, 1795.   Elected  President  1840. 

G.   John  S.  Harrison,  son  of  above. 

Born  1804,  North  Bend,  Iniliaua; 

7.  Benjamin  Harrison,  son  of  above, 

of  Indianapolis,  I'resident  of  the  United  States. 


I  am  indebted  to  Col,  Joseph  W. 
information. 


Porter,  of  Bangor,  for  the  above 
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First  Unitarian  Church  of  Essex  County, 

ANNUAL  APPEAL. 


Orange,   N.  J.,   February    1.  1902. 

The  church  enters  upon  the  thirteenth  year  of  its  history  with 
increased  numbers  and  active  interest  in  all  departments.  The 
only  encumbrance  upon  the  church  is  a  non-interest  bearing  debt 
of  $1,000,  due  to  the  church  loan  and  building  fund  of  the  Ameri- 
can Unitarian  Association.  The  original  indebtedness  was 
$5,000,  which  has  been  reduced  through  the  efforts  of  the  v/omen 
of  the  church  by  the  payment  of  $500  annually. 

The  fixed  charges  of  the  church  are  paid  by  voluntary  sub- 
scriptions. All  pews  are  free.  Except  through  the  generosity  of 
those  interested  in  the  ideal  for  which  it  stands,  this  church  has 
no  source  of  income  or  revenue.  With  a  growing  sense  of  its  own 
worth  it  appeals  to  your  generosity  and  loyalty. 

ESTIMATED  EXPENSES  FOR.  YEAR  1902. 

Salary  of  Minister,  -               -                $2,500.00 

Salary  of  Organist,        -  -             -                150.00 

Salary  of  Janitor,  -              -                      144.00 

Light  and  Heat,           -  -             -                 78.00 

Insurance,                -  -             -             -         35-00 

Postage  and  Printing,  -             -                 50.00 

Incidentals,              -  -             -             -          15.00 

Repairs,           .             _  _             .                 60.00 

$3,032.00 


The  average  contribution  last  year  was  fifty  dollars  { 55C.C0 ) . 
Many,  of  course,  gave  much  more  than  this  amount,  others  gave 
less.  The  figures  are  in  no  sense  a  standard  to  be  followed  in 
any  individual  case.  Your  Trustees  hope  that  all  may  give  some- 
thing, and  by  this  sacrifice  testify  their  appreciation  of  the  work 
of  the  church. 

"  Freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give." 

Kindly  indicate  on  the  enclosed  blank  the  amount  you  will  be 
glad  to  contribute  toward  the  expenses  for  the  current  year,  and 
the  method  of  its  payment,  and  return  the  same  to  the  Treasurer 
in  the  directed  envelope. 

Very  truly  yours, 

f  Mr.  Everett  Yeaw, 
Mr.  Henry  Forster  Hitch, 
Mr.  Warren  Delano,  Jr., 
Mrs.  K.  H.  Browning, 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Swift, 
Mrs.  Maurice  S.  Decker, 
Mr.  Irving  Smith, 
Mr.  Franz  Euler, 
Mr.  Edward  W.  Coffin, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Aborn. 


Board  of  Trustees: 


Mr.  W.  H.  Aborn,  Treasurer. 

563  Park  Avenue,  East  Orange,  N.  J. 
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